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APPROVED 5/5/2016 

 

BARNSTEAD PLANNING BOARD: SITE WALK 

April 14, 2016 

Site of Proposed Wood Pellet Plant 

American Wood Pellets, Inc. 

Tax Map 7 Lot 4 Building “H” Depot Street 

MINUTES 

PRESENT: N. Carr, Chair, E. Swinford Vice Chair,  Karen Schacht, Secretary, K. Preston, 

member, D. Frenette, member, B. Grey, alternate, S. Hodgdon, alternate, F. Latawiec, recording 

secretary, J. Green. D. Green, F. Green, E. Dudek, S. Soucy, S. Mulcahy, Fire Chief, R. Duane, 

Selectman, W. Pelham, Boyd, D. Kerr, abutter. 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER:Chair Carr called the site walk to order at 6:04 p.m.  J. Green, LLS 

represented the applicant, E. Dudek of American Wood Pellets, Inc.  He presented the site plan, 

and oriented the board as to where they were on the site.  He explained the pattern of truck flow 

proposed for the site.  There will be one way truck flow on the site, with the empty trucks leaving 

the site near the existing Day Care Center.  The main building for the plant is currently open 

ended.  There is an existing addition to the right of the building that will be torn down.  There was 

a question about the vehicles located between the main building and the building occupied 

byCombustion Autoworks.  Mr. Dudek assured the board that they will be removed.  The roads 

will remain in the current configuration.  Mr. Dudek explained that they will be resurfaced and 

upgraded.  The open ended portion of the mainbuilding will be cleaned out and used for wood 

chip storage.  There are concrete walls around the building.  The equipment will be located in the 

back area of the building.  This portion will be heated and insulated.  The abandoned electric 

equipment in that portion of the building will be removed.  There will be blowers, conveyors, 

augers and hammer mills that are utilized in the wood pellet manufacturing process.  The board 

proceeded around the building to view the area where the pad will be located and the area for 

storing and cooling the pellets for reprocessing.  The loader to be used in the process will be 

inside the building.  Chair Carr asked about soundproofing.  The back of the building will be 

enclosed by a wall.  The loading docks will be in the area where the old boiler plant was located.   

The tumbler/drier will be located outdoors near the fire pond.  The chipper operation will be 

located on the other side of the rubber lined fire pond.  The pond was full at the time of the site 

visit.  N. Carr asked about the possibility of a sound wall.  S. Hodsdon asked the applicant to 

supply the board with a specific list of equipment that will be used on site and to provide the 

board with noise levels in decibels for each.  This will include the chipper, the de-Barker, the 

grapple, and any other machinery and generators proposed to be used.  Members of the public 

joined the board, and had questions about noise. 

2. ADJOURNMENT: Once the board’s questions had been answered, and they had the opportunity 

to see the entire site in relation to the plan, the site walk was adjourned at 6:50 p.m.   
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APPROVED 5/5/2016 

 

BARNSTEAD PLANNING BOARD 

Thursday, April 14, 2016 @ 7:00 p.m. 

BARNSTEAD TOWN HALL 

MINUTES 

 

1. CALL TO ORDER:ChairCarr called the meeting to order at 7:04 p.m. 

 

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIENCE: Those present joined the planning board in the pledge of 

allegiance to the flag of the United States of America.   

3. ROLL CALL:  N. Carr, Chair, E. Swinford, Vice Chair, K. Schacht, Secretary, K. Preston, 

member, D. Frenette, member, S.Hodgdon, alternate, B. Grey, Alternate, F. Latawiec, recording 

secretary. 

4. SITE PLAN REVIEW APPLICATION/CONTINUATION 

APPLICANT:  American Wood Pellets, Inc., E. Dudek, AGENT: Jeffrey L. Green, LLS, 

LOCATION: Tax Map 7, Lot 4, Building “H” Depot Road 

ChairCarr opened the discussion by reminding those present that the proposed project is located in the 

Commercial/Industrial Zone.  She asked if there were any questions for the applicant from the board.  

K. Preston asked when the wood pellet plant would be opening.  E. Dudek responded that the timing 

would be dependent upon the price of oil.  It would probably take one to two years to do the prep 

work, clean up the site, and secure labor for the plant.  Chair Carr asked about signage and road 

striping to guide the truck traffic for the operation.  She suggested a stop or yield sign where the 

trucks would pass by Combustion Autoworks.  E. Dudek plans to put letters on the buildings to 

identify them.  He will also improve the signage at the entrance to the Barnstead Business Park to 

better indicate the locations of the businesses.    He plans to have a small office in the old guard 

shack.  The scales for weighing the pellets will also be located in that area.   There was discussion 

about the 7 foot depth of the fire pond, and its sloping sides.  It was suggested that some floats be 

installed for safety purposes.  N. Carr requested that there be insulation installed above the concrete 

walls on all four sides.  S. Hodsdon asked if there were another wood pellet manufacturing plant that 

the board can visit to get an idea of how such an operation works, and the associated noise levels.  E. 

Dudek said that there is a plant in Jaffrey, but it does not have a whole tree chipper.  J. Green will try 

to find a chipping operation, so that the board can get an idea of the noise level involved. E. Swinford 

asked about the potential for spreading the ash borer with the use of portable chippers. There was 

discussion about the height of the power lines.  E. Dudek stated that they are new and meet current 

PSNH standards.  There was discussion about possibly using wood piles as a noise buffer. 

PUBLIC HEARING:  Chair Carr opened the public hearing at 7:22 p.m.  She asked if any abutters 

wished to testify.  R. Duane stated that at the planning board meeting on April 7, 2016, a site walk for 

the project was scheduled for 6:00 p.m. on April 28, 2016.  The public hearing was continued to a 

special meeting of the Planning Board at 7:00 p.m. at the Town Office, following the site walk.  He 

asked how the people who attended the public hearing on April 7, 2016 were notified of the change in 

meeting date. He stated that changing the meeting date without proper notification is deceitful.  It was 
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his opinion that the noise from the chipper is the problem.  The plant could run on chips without 

chipping the whole trees on site, Rick knew about the April 14, 2016 rescheduled site walk and 

continued public hearing because the Selectboard talked about it. They questioned whether the 

meeting date could be changed.  N. Carr noted that the meeting was posted. There was a conflict with 

use of the Town Offices with the historical society’s meeting on April 28, 2016.  However, the date of 

the historic society’s meeting could be changed.   K. Schacht recognized R.Duane’s concern that the 

abutters that were in attendance at the last hearing might not know to check for a posted meeting 

change.  B. Grey stated that most of the people who were at the last meeting were from Locke Lake 

Colony.  R. Duane expressed a concern that the Town Office would be getting calls from the public 

about the meeting. The perception could be that the board was hiding something from the public. E. 

Swinford said the board was trying to resolve a scheduling conflict. K. Schacht stated that R. Duane 

raised some legitimate concerns.  M. Sargent added that the public will not be happy.  That the noise 

is an issue.  There was discussion of different options for managing the noise, what is a satisfactory 

level, and the decibel levels of a whole tree chipper.  S. Soucy suggested contacting Concord Sand 

and Gravel, to find out what decibel levels they must comply with. He suggested using old tires for 

noise control. E. Swinford noted that demolition mats are made from old tires. He wants to see the 

business, but wants noise control.  K. Schacht asked if the plant could be run with chips only.  E. 

Dudeksaid that he would like to have the option of working with local loggers who might not have 

chipper. M. Sargent stated that he was disappointed that the public hearing was being held on April 

14, 2016, and not on April 28, 2016.  The abutters that were at the last meeting were probably not 

present because the hearing was continued to the 28
th
.  N. Carr reviewed the hours of operation for the 

business. This is proposed as 7:00 a.m. to 4:00p.m. for chip processing, and 7:00a.m. to 8:00 p.m. for 

trucking.  Indoor operations would take place 24/7. There could be as many as 2 – 4 trailers per hour. 

In reality this will depend on when the chips arrive.  N. Carr asked if the applicant would be willing 

to come in for an annual review of their operation with the Planning Board. J. Green agreed that this 

would be reasonable. N. Carr suggested buying a decibel meter. This would need to be calibrated. M. 

Sargent stated that once the project is approved the horse is out of the barn.  He believes that full tree 

chipping is an unacceptable use for this particular property, and hopes that the  

Planning Board will take this under consideration.  K. Schacht expressed a concern that the board 

needs more data in order to make a decision.  The board needs to experience the noise.  J. Green 

pointed out that there is no noise ordinance in the Town of Barnstead.  E. Dudek informed the board 

that he has his DES air permits.  N. Carr reminded the board that they must make a decision on the 

project by May 5, 2016.  K. Schacht stated that she felt that the noise information discussed so far is 

not concise, the potential noise impact is not concrete.  K. Preston stated that the board should either 

approve or disapprove the project that night, as they are running out of time. M. Sargent informed the 

board that they can ask for an extension from that deadline from the applicant.  K. Schacht was 

concerned about the public not knowing about the meeting. R. Duane urged the board to take the time 

to accommodate the people. There was further discussion of noise and acceptable decibel levels.  N. 

Carr noted that B. Haynes was supposed to bring his decibel meter to the meeting.  The question 

came up as to what would he measure?  The chipper is not there yet. M. Sargent noted that the April 

7, 2016 public hearing was continued to April 28, 2016, and that any decision made by the board that 

night could be easily over turned.  He asked for consideration for the tax payers in town.  N. Carr 

stated that the board needs to find a chipper.  J. Green will work on this.  M. Sargent will talk to 

people he knows.  They are looking for a 20”-24” chipper.  E. Swinford made a motion to continue 

the public hearing until May 5, 2016, providing that they locate a chipper to experience.  The motion 

was seconded by Schacht.  The motion passed unanimously. 
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5. CORRESPONDENCE:There was no correspondence. 

 

6. ADJOURNMENT:K. Preston made a motion to adjourn.  The motion was seconded by K. 

Schacht. The motion passed unanimously.  The meeting adjourned at 8:20 p.m. 


