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TOWN OF BARNSTEAD 

TOWN HALL 

SELECTMEN’S MEETING 

MINUTES OF APRIL 7, 2015 

Attendance: Chairman Gordon Preston, Vice Chairman Priscilla Tiede, Andrew Houle, David Kerr and 

Edward Tasker.  Attendees:  2 

The meeting was opened at 5:00 p.m. with the pledge of allegiance. 

Signatures: Payroll and Weekly Manifest, Minutes of 3/31/15, Highway Safety Grant Applications, 

MLCC Credit Application, Lease Agreement, Gravel Warrant, Elderly Exemption, Vacation Request and 

Inter-Office Memos/Letters/Forms. 

On a motion to have the Chairman sign the First Student Lease Agreement and the MLCC credit 

application made by P. Tiede and seconded by A. Houle; the Board voted unanimously for the motion. 

The Board inquired about the appraisal on the Highway Truck and Karen told them that the Road Agent 

is getting it tomorrow. P. Tiede questioned the highway department working on Saturday and was told 

they were fixing muddy roads.  She also commented on the special details being done by the police 

and D. Kerr questioned why a salaried person is taking details. 

After a brief discussion, A. Houle signed the Highway Safety Grant as the Highway Safety Committee 

representative. The Board reviewed the budget expenditures and it was noted that a correction 

needed to be made to the heating line for town shed. 

Appointments:   Both scheduled appointments cancelled this evening. 

 

Public Input:  5:50 p.m. 

Carol Locke reminded the Board that she has less than three months left before retiring and asked if 

they were going to start advertising for hers and Paula’s positions so the training can begin. The 

Chairman told her the Board has determined that they will be combining the two positions. K. 

Montgomery will be putting an ad in the Suncook Valley Sun, Laconia Citizen and on line. 

 

New Business:  The Building Inspector requested suspending the survey requirements when there are 

only minor modifications which do not affect the footprint.  After a very brief discussion, on a motion 

to authorize the Building Inspector to suspend the survey requirement for minor modifications to 

nonconforming lots which do not alter the footprint made by D. Kerr and seconded by A. Houle; the 

Board voted unanimously for the motion. 

 

The Select Board noted that the monthly Building Permit Report showed fourteen building permits (10 

applicants) for March. D. Kerr noted the Fire Rescue monthly reports listed three fires in March (one in 
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Town). Karen Montgomery informed the group that the Roadside Mower is in and should be arriving at 

the Highway Garage next week. She stated that the payment comes from the Highway Department 

Heavy Equipment Capital Reserve account. Karen relayed the Emergency Management Director’s 

request to establish a meeting day for updating the Emergency Operations Plan and it was decided that 

Mondays in May, at 6:00 p.m. is a good time. 

 

The Board discussed the police special detail billing and it was noted that there are 14 outstanding 

(unpaid) details this year.  A. Houle suggested charging the companies interest on bills that are 30 days 

overdue. The group also discussed the billing and as the Selectmen’s Office does collections, they will 

be handling the billing.  E. Tasker wants this policy to begin July 1, giving companies at least 30 days 

advance notice. The Select Board approved a request by Al Poulin for the Suncook Lake Association to 

use the Town Hall on Saturday, June 27 for their annual meeting.   

 

The Selectmen also approved the Library’s request for their yearly appropriation. Karen told the Board 

that Erin Darrow, Engineer will be meeting with her and the Road Agent regarding the Depot St. 

Mitigation Project. E. Tasker questioned the lights being on at the skating rink all the time and Bruce 

Grey stated that there is witch in the garage. Bruce will look into the issue tomorrow.  E. Tasker 

mentioned the master plan’s section that references “dark skies” regarding street lights and 

monitoring which ones can be turned off.  The Selectmen will look in to it but it was noted that we do 

not have a CIP. 

 

Correspondence:  The Board reviewed miscellaneous correspondence.   

 

Old Business:  A question was raised regarding the full payment of the Lakes Regions Mutual Aid 

invoice and G. Preston thought they allowed quarterly payments. Karen explained that we received a 

notice informing everyone that they will charge interest on unpaid portions of the bill. G. Preston did 

not feel this was acceptable. 

Karen asked the Board to address the issue of a couple employees that were at the end of the wage 

matrix and after a brief discussion, it was determined that will receive the 3% raise. 

On a motion to go into non-public at 5:58 p.m. per RSA: 91-A 3II (a) made by D. Kerr and seconded by 

P. Tiede; the Board voted:  G. Preston; yes, P. Tiede; ye, A. Houle; yes, D. Kerr; yes, and E. Tasker; yes.  

The Board came out of the non-public session at 6:26 p.m. and on a motion by A. Houle and seconded 

by P. Tiede; the Board voted unanimously to seal the minutes. 

Adjournment: The meeting adjourned at 6:27 p.m. with a motion made by A. Houle, seconded by P. 

Tiede; and passing with a unanimous vote. 

 

 

Respectfully submitted, 



APRIL 7, 2015  pg. 3 

 

Carol Locke, Acting Recording Secretary and Karen Montgomery, Office Manager 

 

__________________________________  _________________________________ 

Gordon Preston, Chairman    Priscilla Tiede, Vice-Chair 

 

__________________________________  ________________________________ 

Andrew Houle      David Kerr 

 

__________________________________ 

Edward Tasker 


