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TOWN OF BARNSTEAD 

TOWN HALL 

SELECTMEN’S MEETING 

MINUTES OF APRIL 14, 2015 

Attendance: Chairman Gordon Preston, Vice Chairman Priscilla Tiede, Andrew Houle, Edward Tasker 

and Priscilla Tiede.  Attendees: 2  

The meeting was opened at 5:00 p.m. with the pledge of allegiance. 

Signatures: Payroll and Weekly Manifest, Minutes of 4/7/15, (2) Veteran Credits, an Elderly Exemption, 

a DES Wetlands Permit for Depot St., Current Use Application and Inter-Office Memos/Letters/Forms. 

P. Tiede made a motion to have the Chairman sign the pay rate form and the DES wetlands permit, 

seconded by E. Tasker; and the Board voted unanimously for the motion.   

E. Tasker inquired about the health of a call member.  A. Houle wanted to know why we don’t 

advertise more for the elderly exemption and was told it is on the tax bills.   Carol Locke informed him 

that April 15 is the last day to apply.   

Appointments:   Chief McDowell’s appointment was rescheduled for a later that evening. 

 

New Business:  Parks and Rec requested approval for a sign that states when the rec area will be 

closed to the public to allow for the afterschool program (BAZ).  E. Tasker suggested the font be larger 

for the times and it should be advertised in the Suncook Valley Sun at least twice.  On a motion to have 

the sign made up with the larger font made by E. Tasker and seconded by P. Tiede; the Board voted 

unanimously for the motion. Lyla from Parks and Rec would like to have fireworks on the 4th of July in 

coordination with another event.  E. Tasker will check with the landowner about using the land.  Last 

year it was the fireworks company imposing their own restrictions that created some problems. 

 

Karen Montgomery told the Board that Jim Doucette had spoken to Superintendent Dan Ward of the 

Belknap County Corrections and he will be getting inmates to work on roadside cleanup and the beach 

area starting on Wednesday. Jim will have to provide transportation. Karen relayed that Jim had 

requested selling town vehicles through a company called GovDeals; an online sales/auction at no cost 

to us.  A. Houle commented that the State had used this company before and it was not a good idea. 

 

The Treasurer notified the Board that money will be limited until taxes start coming in (in June) so the 

departments need to limit spending.  G. Preston would like the Treasurer to work with the school 

board regarding payments and she has worked with Paul Landry successfully in the past to avoid 

having to get a Tax Anticipation Note.  
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5:40 p.m. The Acting Fire Chief, Shawn Mulcahy, presented Board with the new ambulance costs as 

follows; PL Custom Contract - 134,867.00; Bonneville & Son - 43,352.00; Lettering -1,534.00 (or less); 2 

Kenwood radios - 5,461.15; Stryker Cot - 14,785.00; for a total of $199,999.15. On a motion to accept 

the quote of PL Custom for$ 134,867 made by P. Tiede and seconded by A. Houle; the Board voted 

unanimously for the motion.  On a motion to accept Bonneville’s quote of $43,352 made by A. Houle 

and seconded by P. Tiede; the Board voted unanimously for the motion. On a motion to purchase two 

Kenwood radios from Ossipee Mountain Electronics for $5,461.15 made by A. Houle and seconded by 

P. Tiede; the Board voted unanimously for the motion. On a motion to purchase the Stryker Cot 

($14,785) made by A. Houle and seconded by P. Tiede; the Board voted unanimously for the motion. 

The cot is rated for 700 lbs. and fits in both ambulances. The ambulance will come in the fall 

 

S. Mulcahy also discussed refurbishing, remounting, replacing equipment and re-warrantying the 

ambulance body for a cost savings to the Town.  He would like the Selectmen to consider that as an 

option.  On a motion to have the Chairman sign the Purchase and Sales Agreement from PL Custom for 

$134,867 made by A. Houle and seconded by P. Tiede; the Selectmen voted unanimously for the 

motion. He next spoke about the need to change out three old knox boxes as they are analog and do 

not meet the new requirements and the new ones have keypads.  A. Houle made the motion to 

replace the knox boxes at the price of $1,769 (for 3) and P. Tiede seconded the motion.  The Board 

voted unanimous for the motion.  The money will come out of the equipment repair line. 

 

Shawn discussed an incident regarding a call member who spilled diesel fuel in the backup of his 

personal pickup truck where his bag of turnout gear and mask were. They tried to save the items by 

following instructions they received from the manufacturer of the mask but unfortunately, the 

petroleum smell was still retained by the articles.  The Chief wanted to know whether he should put 

this through our insurance and the Board agreed it would be best to make a claim.  S. Mulcahy stated 

they updated their policy on heavy contamination and he will be making a report to the Safety 

Committee.  He also noted that turnout gear and bag cannot be left in the sunlight it will destroy them. 

The Acting Chief questioned the town’s policy regarding accidents with town vehicles and stated that 

in a recent accident the driver had not followed the policy.  Shawn explained to the Board the $840 

dollar repair to the department’s treadmill.  

 

Correspondence:  The Board reviewed miscellaneous correspondence.   

 

Old Business:  Karen Montgomery told the Board that Emergency Management Director, Wayne 

Santos notified her that the first meeting for the Emergency Operations Plan update is May 21 at 6:00 

p.m.  G. Preston will be attending. 

Karen reported that the Road Agent was informed that the new highway truck’s body is longer than 

the original truck they had hoped to purchase and therefore the body from the existing truck is not 

interchangeable. The new body is $6,000 but Fairfield is giving us a $2,000 trade in (for our existing 
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body) and $4,000 will come from the Town. It was noted that even with this new cost, the amount is 

still within the limits of the warrant article.  On a motion to go with the new body at 4,000 made by A. 

Houle and seconded by P. Tiede; the Board voted unanimously for the motion. 

The Road Agent requested the purchase of sub-contractor Jim Webber’s plow truck for $18,000.  The 

truck has been inspected and is in excellent shape and well maintained.  On a motion to purchase the 

1998 International truck with the attachments from Jim Webber for $18,000 made by A. Houle and 

seconded by P. Tiede; the Board voted unanimously for the motion. 

Public Input:  6:19 p.m.  Joyce Parsons stated her frustration with the Parks and Rec Committee.    She 

entered the skate shed and garage to prepare for the BAZ afterschool program and found 8 bags of 

trash including pizza boxes and food that had been left there from the last event. She commented that 

there is now a mice problem and is not healthy for the children.  She provided pictures for 

documentation and felt that someone should be responsible for taking care of the trash after each 

event.  She was planning to speak to them about the trash left from the different events that the Parks 

and Rec have sponsored in the past but they had cancelled there Tuesday night meeting and she has 

not been able to reach them. The next meeting is not scheduled until May 19 and Joyce is hoping the 

Selectmen will address the issue.  It was also noted that the Parks and Rec scheduled their meetings on 

Tuesdays (which makes the Selectmen’s Rep. unable to attend) but yet the meeting this evening had 

been canceled due to the inability to have a quorum.  E. Tasker suggested meeting with the Committee 

to get this straightened out. 

Fire Rescue employee, Ben Arey asked the Board if they had looked at the paperwork he dropped off 

regarding physicals/exercise program and was told that they were still reviewing them. 

On a motion to go into non-public at 6:34 p.m. per RSA: 91-A 3II (c) made by A. Houle and seconded by 

P. Tiede; the Board voted:  G. Preston; yes, A. Houle; yes, E. Tasker; yes and P. Tiede; yes.  The Board 

came out of the non-public session at 6:51 p.m. and on a motion by A. Houle and seconded by P. 

Tiede; the Board voted unanimously to seal the minutes. 

Appointment 6:55 p.m. Police Chief McDowell discussed a program where for $99 a month (per each 

officer) they will supply tasers, body cameras and video storage.  G. Preston commented that the 

department has already bought body cameras and questioned the use of them. The Board talked with 

the Chief about storage of the data and how long to keep the videos.  The State Police is looking at a 

two week time frame starting January 2016 to retain data on stops etc. that were routine but Chief 

McDowell stated he would have to keep them for seven years before they can destroy the video. The 

group had a discussion regarding CJIS compliance, downloading time, storage of the data, additional 

manpower and server capability.  The Board pointed out that we have also made purchases of tasers 

too.  A. Houle wants the cameras (we have already purchased) in use now. G. Preston wants to see 

how it goes for the present.  It was brought up that cameras must be shut off in the hospital-HIPPA 

laws. 

On a motion to go into non-public at 7:21 p.m. per RSA:  91-A 3II (a) made by A. Houle and seconded 

by P. Tiede; the Board voted:  G. Preston; yes, A. Houle; yes, E. Tasker; yes and P. Tiede; yes.  The Board 



APRIL 14, 2015  pg. 4 

came out of the non-public session at 8:19 p.m. and on a motion by A. Houle and seconded by P. 

Tiede; the Board voted unanimously to seal the minutes. 

Adjournment: The meeting adjourned at 8:20 p.m. with a motion made by A. Houle, seconded by P. 

Tiede; and passing with a unanimous vote. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Carol Locke, Acting Recording Secretary and Karen Montgomery, Office Manager 

 

__________________________________  _________________________________ 

Gordon Preston, Chairman    Priscilla Tiede, Vice-Chair 

 

__________________________________  ________________________________ 

Andrew Houle      David Kerr 

 

__________________________________ 

Edward Tasker 


