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TOWN OF BARNSTEAD 

TOWN HALL 

SELECTMEN’S MEETING 

MINUTES OF APRIL 21, 2015 

Attendance: Chairman Gordon Preston, Vice Chairman Priscilla Tiede, Andrew Houle, David Kerr, and 

Edward Tasker.  Attendees: approximately 18 members of the public (16 of which were there for the 

swearing in ceremony only).  

The meeting was opened at 5:00 p.m. with the pledge of allegiance. 

Signatures: Payroll and Weekly Manifest, Minutes of 4/14/15, an Appointment Form, (1) Intent to 

Excavate, (1) Gravel Tax Warrant, (1) Veteran Credits, and Inter-Office Memos/Letters/Forms. 

Appointments:  5:00 p.m. The Board relocated to the Town Hall to swear in Officer Grow as Police 

Sergeant and then returned to their office for the remainder of the meeting.  

 

D. Kerr made the motion to have the Chairman sign the financing documents from Municipal Leasing 

Corp. for the Highway Truck and Fire Rescue Ambulance, seconded by P. Tiede; and it passed with a 

unanimous vote. 

D. Kerr made the motion to extend the time frame for Fort Mt. to complete their cutting and to submit 

their Report of Cut. P. Tiede seconded the motion and it passed with a unanimous vote.   

New Business:  The Chairman informed the group he had received a call from someone on North Road 

complaining about a property that had 17 vehicles on it. The group had a brief discussion and P. Tiede 

stated that the Board had sent the individual a letter and she believed he was in compliance. She also 

commented that the property has two houses on it. G. Preston noted that the Suncook Valley Regional 

Town Association was meeting in Epsom this Thursday evening and commented that the other towns 

were interested in how the police body cameras were working out. G. Preston suggested that the 

public be made aware of the cameras in a positive manner and the group approved. The Chairman will 

contact the Chief to get the message out. 

 

The group discussed the pros and cons of the proposed “Rumble Strips” that DOT will be installing 

along certain areas of Route 28 in Barnstead. It was determined that the issue would be discussed 

further at next weeks’ meeting. E. Tasker questioned the State’s Red List report depicting that the 

bridge over Crooked Run was red-listed. D. Kerr commented that it was a culvert not the bridge that 

had been fixed a few years ago. Karen Montgomery informed the Board that she had contacted Chief 

McDowell about placing an ad for certified part-time police officers, but had not heard back from him. 

The Board asked her to schedule an appointment to meet with the part-time candidate that will be 
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attending the Police Academy. The Select Board reviewed an Easement Deed for a town cistern on 

Halfmoon Bay Drive.  

 

The Board next reviewed a proposal from Onsite Drug & Alcohol Testing and determined that they 

wanted the on-site option as opposed to having the employees travel to Concord. D. Kerr pointed out 

that they had budgeted $1600 and the cost would actually be $1628. P. Tiede made a motion to accept 

the Onsite Drug Testing of NE, LLC proposal beginning July 1, 2015 and limiting it to the fulltime 

employees of the Fire Rescue, Police and Highway departments. The motion was seconded by D. Kerr 

and passed with a unanimous vote.  

 

The Select Board acknowledged the Highway Safety Grant approval letter and signed the memo to the 

Chief requesting that all data be sent to the Selectmen’s Office for tracking and reimbursement 

submission to the State. Karen submitted a proposal from H. P. Fairfield for the plow and sander on the 

new highway 1 ½ ton truck on behalf of the Road Agent. She explained that this proposal was lower 

than the one from Perfection Plow. After reviewing the document, E. Tasker made a motion to allow 

the Road Agent (Jim Doucette) to finalize the figures for the sander and plow as depicted on the 

proposal from H. P. Fairfield. D. Kerr seconded the motion and it passed with a unanimous vote.   

 

Public Input:  5:42 p.m. Bruce Grey commented that the problem with the rumble strips that it 

narrows the road width forcing bikers to be in the roadway lanes. D. Kerr pointed out that the strips 

were going to be on the newly widened sections of Rte. 28 and should not be a problem. Bruce next 

stated that he was still having trouble trying to get ahold of someone from Parks & Rec. He added that 

they had cancelled their last two meetings and tonight they were at the Elementary School for a 

meeting.  

 

Carol Tiede reminded the Board that the Belknap County Farm Bureau was having a breakfast Saturday 

morning from 7-11 am at the Parade Fire Station.  

 

On a motion to go into non-public at 6:07 p.m. per RSA:  91-A 3II (c) made by A. Houle and seconded 

by P. Tiede; the Board voted:  G. Preston; yes, P. Tiede; yes, A. Houle; yes, D. Kerr; yes, and E. Tasker; 

yes.  The Board came out of the non-public session at 6:30 p.m. and on a motion by A. Houle and 

seconded by P. Tiede; the Board voted unanimously to seal the minutes.  

Correspondence:  The Road Agent asked permission to buy coffee in the morning for the work-release 

inmates that were performing roadside work for the Town (at no cost) and they approved the request. 

The Board reviewed miscellaneous correspondence.   

 

Adjournment: The meeting adjourned at 6:42 p.m. on a motion made by A. Houle, seconded by P. 

Tiede; and passing with a unanimous vote. 
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Respectfully submitted, 

 

Karen Montgomery, Office Manager 

 

__________________________________  _________________________________ 

Gordon Preston, Chairman    Priscilla Tiede, Vice-Chair 

 

__________________________________  ________________________________ 

Andrew Houle      David Kerr 

 

__________________________________ 

Edward Tasker 


