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TOWN OF BARNSTEAD 

TOWN HALL 

SELECTMEN’S MEETING 

MINUTES OF SEPTEMBER 29, 2015 

Attendance: Chairman Gordon Preston, Richard Duane, David Kerr, and Edward Tasker.  Vice-Chairman 

Priscilla Tiede was unable to attend. There were 2 members of the public in attendance. 

The meeting was called to order at 5:00 p.m. and opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.   

Signatures: Payroll and Weekly Manifest, the Revised Estimated Revenue Form, (2) Intent to Cut Wood 

Forms, a Raffle Permit and Inter-Office Memos/Letters/Forms. D. Kerr made a motion to have the 

Chairman sign the Revised Estimate form and the Health Trust forms on behalf of the Board. The 

motion was seconded by R. Duane and passed with a unanimous vote.  

D. Kerr attended the recent “GACIT” (Governor’s Advisory Council on Intermodal Transportation) 

hearings and spoke on behalf of Barnstead regarding the Ten Year Transportation Improvement Plan 

(2017-2026). It appears that the Peachum Road Intersection project may not require all the monies set 

aside and D. Kerr asked that those funds be kept here in Barnstead – perhaps for the North 

Barnstead/North Road Intersection improvement. The White Oak Road Intersection project has been 

pushed back to 2017 but is still funded and the Hannah Nutter Bridge is still on for 2020.  

Kerr reported that in the past 5 years 23 more bridges have been added to the “Red-List” and only 21 

of the whole list have been fixed. He explained that there was a supplemental book of projects which 

listed pavement improvements for 2.4 miles of Rte. 107 (2016), 1 ½ miles on Rte. 28 (2016), 2.6 miles 

on Rte. 28 (2018) and 2/10’s of a mile of Parade Hill Road (2017). The group discussed the need for 

major drainage work on the Parade Hill project, which runs basically from the Parade Road/Parade Hill 

Road intersection to the state-owned bridge (dam). It was determined that the Road Agent would 

contact the District 3 engineer to see if they could provide some engineering services to assist the town 

with the drainage.  

G. Preston relayed his conversation with Karen Schacht whereby many small towns have defined rules 

stating that a portion of land that has to taken out for drainage and D. Kerr commented that the 

shoreland protection takes that into consideration already. Preston mentioned that a lot of the lots in 

Locke Lake are not shoreline lots. R. Duane felt that while the idea may have merit, there were already 

setbacks and other requirements to meet without adding more restrictions. E. Tasker asked if the 

Planning Board were considering increasing the required lot size in 2016 and D. Kerr stated that he did 

not think they were.   

New Business: E. Tasker asked when the traffic count process would come to an end and D. Kerr stated 

that it would be the end of this month. Tasker mentioned a concern from a resident that the traffic 

counts should have been gathered during the summer when it’s heavier than now and D. Kerr pointed 
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out that the State uses a formula that accounts for summer traffic increases. The next topic was 

regarding physicals for employees whose jobs require a level of fitness. A lengthy discussion ensued 

about NFPA standards (fire), medical files, physicians and the liability of the town. R. Duane asked if the 

department was aware of this and was told that the Acting Chief and employees have known for 

several months. The Chairman felt a 6 month grace period was reasonable and R. Duane asked if it 

would be required of call people or fulltime. It was suggested to start with the fulltime staff and to 

determine where the physicals would be done. Karen Montgomery pointed out that they would first 

need to establish a policy. R. Duane commented that it feels like the Board doesn’t finish things and E. 

Tasker explained that it was a long process, as they have to look at all sides and consider all 

possibilities. D. Kerr added that this was something that was important to the ex-Chief, George Krause, 

several years ago. It was determined that other towns would be contacted to see if they have similar 

requirements and to start on the policy. It was also mentioned that in recent meetings with the Acting 

Chief, he said there are “non-entry” level fire employees. R. Duane wondered if those individuals 

needed turnout gear. 

 

Public Input: 5:56 p.m.  Bruce Grey announced that on Saturday they would be conducting a clean-up 

of the Parks & Rec area prior to the Police National Night Out event and asked if the Highway Dept. 

could pick up and remove the trash that will be gathered. The Board approved the request and the 

Road Agent will be contacted. A brief discussion ensued regarding the National Night Out and E. Tasker 

made a motion that the Selectmen’s Meeting be postponed for up to 1 hour that evening (Tuesday, 

October 6, 2015) so the Board can attend the event. D. Kerr seconded the motion and it passed with a 

unanimous vote. The Chairman closed public input at 6:00 p.m. 

 

R. Duane told the group that he attended the BCEP budget meeting and that Bill Haynes was there as 

well. He reported that their budget is approximately $50,000 short mostly due to the prices in metals 

being way down, but there would be an increase to the town’s appropriation (which could be $15,000).  

B. Grey commented that they should look at the employee bonuses and R. Duane stated that the 

bonuses were around $10, - $11,000. D. Kerr stated that the increase would be the 1st one in 10 years 

and that 1 staff position was cut last year.  

 

Correspondence:  The Board reviewed the miscellaneous correspondence.  

 

On a motion to go into non-public at 6:03 p.m. per RSA:  91-A 3II (c) made by E. Tasker and seconded 

by R. Duane; the Board voted: G. Preston, yes; R. Duane, yes; D. Kerr, yes; and E. Tasker, yes.  The 

Board came out of the non-public session at 6:20 p.m. and on a motion by R. Duane and seconded by 

E. Tasker; the Board voted unanimously to seal the minutes. 

Appointments: E. Tasker made a motion that the Board recess and reconvene at the Parade Fire 

Station to attend the Emergency Operations Plan Update meeting with Emergency Management 

Director, Wayne Santos and Jane Hubbard.  
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Adjournment: The meeting adjourned at 8:00 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Karen Montgomery, Selectmen’s Administrative Assistant & Office Manager 

 

__________________________________  _______Not Present________________ 

Gordon Preston, Chairman    Priscilla Tiede, Vice-Chair 

 

________________________________  _________________________________ 

Richard Duane      David Kerr 

 

________________________________ 

Edward Tasker 


