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TOWN OF BARNSTEAD 

TOWN HALL 

SELECTMEN’S MEETING 

MINUTES OF NOVEMBER 3, 2015 

Attendance: Chairman Gordon Preston, Vice-Chairman Priscilla Tiede, Richard Duane, David Kerr, and 

Edward Tasker. There were 2 members of the public in attendance. 

The meeting was called to order at 5:00 p.m. and opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.  

On a motion to go into non-public at 5:02 p.m. per RSA:  91-A 3II (c) made by D. Kerr and seconded by 

R. Duane; the Board voted: G. Preston, yes; P. Tiede, yes; R. Duane, yes; and D. Kerr, yes.  E. Tasker 

arrived after the vote was taken. The Board came out of the non-public session at 5:35 p.m. On a 

motion by R. Duane, seconded by P. Tiede the Board voted unanimously to seal the minutes. 

Appointments:  At 5:35 p.m. Lyla Adkins presented the Budget for the Parks and Recreation 

Commission to the Board.  R. Duane questioned about the line item for the ice rink and Lyla responded 

that there was a volunteer to flood the rink, but no volunteers for snow removal.  The budget proposes 

a $750 stipend for a position to do this for a three month period, January through March.  The 

Commission has tried plowing, but it gouges the ice and they currently snow blow it, but that is very 

time consuming.  It is proposed to advertise for this position. There was discussion of conflicts between 

private citizen use of the rink and scheduled hockey practices. D. Kerr suggested posting a sign at the 

rink that details the schedule for hockey players, to alert the public as to when the rink is not available 

for open public use.  Loss of privileges could be a result of non-compliance.  There is a decrease in the 

program budget line because there were some major purchases made last year.  There was a brief 

discussion about the trust fund for the Parks and Recreation building and K. Montgomery stated that 

there would be a need to look at the wording of the original warrant article to determine if the funds 

could be used to build a pavilion. The group next talked about the lighting at the basketball court and 

Lyla expressed a desire for a timer on the lights there.  D. Kerr observed that there are no lights on the 

poles there currently and the Board would be receiving the electrician’s estimate. L. Adkins noted that 

there is a proposed increase in funding for the beach attendants.  The largest increase over last year’s 

budget is on the maintenance line.  E. Tasker noted that the State Prison and the Road Agent could 

help with signage, and that expense should not have to come out of the Parks and Recreation budget.  

Adkins reported that people steal and smash the light bulbs at the gazebo at the Barnstead Parade. P. 

Tiede requested that such occurrences be reported.  The Parks and Recreation Commission meets the 

third Tuesday of the month at 6:30 p.m.  B. Grey noted that the Alton school plays hockey at the 

Barnstead rink without a fee.  The discussion concluded at 6:30 p.m. 

Public Input:    B. Grey requested that $2.500 be added to the Parks and Recreation Budget for an 

archery program to include adults. He needs 3 bows at $750 and added that the target frames will be 
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good for a few years.  The Board will add the request to the Parks and Recreation budget and contact 

Lyla.  Public input session closed at 6:10 p.m. 

K. Montgomery had checked the language on the historical Parks and Recreation warrant article, and 

found that it was restricted to renovating an existing building or construction of a new building. The 

existing, unutilized building would need to be brought up to code if proposed to be renovated. 

New Business: P. Tiede noted that the tax rate had been set at $27.15 (the Town rate increased .68 

cents, the school increased $2.44 cents and the county increased .07 cents). The property tax bills have 

gone out and are due December 3, 2015. There was a brief discussion about the Hannah Nutter Bridge. 

The Board received costs for rabies shots from Occupational Health, and it was asked how many police 

officers get these shots. D Kerr asked if the Highway Crew should also get these shots as their likelihood to 

exposure to dogs in the course of their duties is also great.  So far cost estimates have only been received from 

Concord Hospital and K. Montgomery will research other providers.  The final payment from the Highway Block 

Grant, which comes from the gas tax, has been received.   This is the largest source of revenue to the Town, 

other than the property taxes, and vehicle registration fees.   As the economy is turning around, vehicle 

registrations have also increased.  There was discussion of oil prices, and the current contract that the Town has 

is $2.36 a gallon until June, 2016. K. Montgomery informed the Board that Donna Clairmont, Barnstead SAU, has 

spoken with Huckleberry Oil who offered to lock in a price of $2.11 a gallon for September, 2016 – June 2017 

but she needed an answer by 8:30 a.m. tomorrow morning.   On a motion made by P. Tiede to accept the 

$2.11 offer, and seconded by E. Tasker; the motion passed with the following vote:  G. Preston, yes; P. 

Tiede, yes; R. Duane, no; D. Kerr, yes; and E. Tasker, yes.  

Appointments: At 6:30 p.m. Chief J. McDowell met with the Board to discuss his proposal for an 

Animal Control Officer (ACO). He explained that he has recently spent 8 – 10 hours doing research on 

how dog calls are handled and has obtained information on Standard Operating Procedures for ACO’s 

from the towns of Danville and Hampstead.  In these cases, the ACO is under the auspices of the police 

department for enforcement purposes.  McDowell felt that another option would be to sign on with a 

number of contractors, similarly to how a town works with towing companies for their services, where 

they would contact the first, then second, etc. on their list until one is available to fulfill the animal call.  

He felt the contractors could set their own fees for services and boarding of the animal until such time 

as the owner claims it. There was discussion of who would be responsible for issuing fines and civil 

forfeitures as the fines are set by statute.  Regionally, Alton, Pittsfield, and Danville have ACO’s, while 

Gilmanton contracts and the rate of pay varies between $10.50 and $17.83 per hour.  G. Preston asked 

how many dogs are picked up per month and J. McDowell explained that it varies, but the police 

responded to one dog bite call last Sunday which took 2 -3 hours of time.  E. Tasker suggested that the 

police department put together a job description for animal control contractors, advertise and see 

what type of response they get.  It would need to be made clear whether the dogs would be kept at 

the contractor’s property or the Town’s.  Officer Frank Grow stated that he could work up a proposal 

that would include an option for contractors vs. a town employee ACO.  There could be a fee per dog 

retrieval call.  R. Duane raised the question of how a situation would be handled if a contractor spent 3 

or 4 hours attempting to catch a dog that could not be apprehended.  Would the individual not be paid 

for that time?  When asked, Chief McDowell stated that he preferred the contractor option over a 
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town ACO.  However, an ACO would also be available to assume some of the responsibilities for 

licensing, collecting fees, and holding a rabies clinic.  Regardless, the money that would be available for 

a position through the budget request is dependent upon a vote of Town Meeting, and would not be 

available until at least April.  There needs to be an interim solution.  

On a motion to go into non-public at 6:52 p.m. per RSA:  91-A 3II (c) made by D. Kerr and seconded by 

R. Duane; the Board voted: G. Preston, yes; P. Tiede, yes; R. Duane, yes; D. Kerr, yes; and E. Tasker, yes.  

The Board came out of the non-public session at 7:25 p.m. and on a motion by R. Duane, seconded by 

D. Kerr, the Board voted unanimously to seal the minutes. 

Appointments, Cont.:  7:30 p.m.  CJ Goldie & S. Sessen were recognized by the Board for a discussion about 

the potential for taking dogs for animal control at their home.  They have an interest in animal rescue and 

finding homes for abandoned and abused animals.  They have successfully taken in animals in the past, and have 

kennel facilities on their property.  G. Preston gave them a brief overview of the discussion of options that the 

Board has been considering for animal control.  S. Sessen described a number of issues and concerns about 

handling dogs on private property.  The first is the potential for liability to the contractor, and the need for 

liability insurance.  If this type of insurance is not covered by the Town, the contractor would be responsible for 

coverage, which could be cost prohibitive.  It is unclear exactly what type of policy would be necessary. There is 

also the issue of total availability of the facility 24/7.  If an animal were to be dropped off at a contractor’s site, 

at say 2:00 a.m., there would still need to be some type of intake process.  There was discussion about the need 

for a contractor and site to be licensed by the state in order to take dogs.  Other issues discussed were: 

transport of dogs with rabies to the SPCA; financial responsibility for boarding costs for unclaimed dogs; and the 

possibility of hiring an animal control contractor as an employee of the Town for a minimal monthly salary, to be 

augmented by the fees collected.  It was agreed that CJ Goldie and S. Sessen and the Board would do some 

research on the issues discussed and meet or further discussion at a future date. The Board thanked the couple 

for their time and they left at 8:04. 

 

E. Tasker stated that he had some questions for Ben Arey, who was present, and has expressed an interest in the 

potential ACO position that is under discussion.  Ben stated that he shares the same concerns expressed by the 

previous speaker about liability.  He would like to work with the Town, as an employee, but would not have the 

animals housed on his property or use his own vehicle for transports.  He has valuable hunting dogs that he 

would not want to be exposed to potential risks such as diseases and parasites. He would be willing to work out 

of a Town facility, like a kennel behind the police station, and utilize the Tahoe for animal transport. He has an 

interest in putting on a rabies clinic, and being involved in the licensing process.  There was a detailed discussion 

about the disinfection requirements for animal facilities and transport vehicles. E. Tasker asked about time 

requirements for an ACO position in hours and Ben replied that 32 hours per week is not necessary.  His guess 

would be about 10 hours per week, with a minimum of 2 hours per animal service call, but he stated that he 

would need to have a set # of hours each week.  K. Montgomery will do some historical research on the records 

of the previous ACO, as she held the position for about 18 months.  The discussion ended at 8:20 p.m.   

 

Signatures: The Board approved and signed the payroll, manifest, minutes of 10/27/15, 2 land use 

change warrants, 1 quitclaim deed, 1 petition and pole license, a letter to Police Standards and Training 

and inter-office memos. 

Correspondence: The Board reviewed miscellaneous correspondence. 
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 Old Business: Relative to 2016 Health Insurance rates, G. Preston has attended a meeting of the 7 

Towns that are working together with the LGC on the Health Insurance Trust.  He questions the 

dramatic 17.4% cost increase, and wants to know more about the cost of Barnstead’s claims to the 

increase in the cost of the cooperative effort.  He believes that the increase was due to one of the 7 

towns having astronomical claims.  The agreement expires in 2016 and G. Preston suggested that the 

Board start shopping around for competitive health insurance options in May 2016. 

 Appointments, Cont.:  8:30 p.m.  Cindy Treadwell, Town Clerk/Tax Collector, presented her 2016 

budget proposal for review by the Board.  The proposal was similar to last year’s budget, pretty 

straight forward, with no major changes.  The budget for the software contract decreased. D. Kerr 

asked about the cost of microfilming and binding.  There was discussion of why the Town is paying to 

microfilm the books, if there is no local capability to read microfiche, and a digital storage mechanism 

would be more efficient.  State statute requires microfiche and binding of records but Cindy will gather 

more information on the matter. 

On a motion to go into non-public at 8:55 p.m. per RSA:  91-A 3II (a) made by D. Kerr and seconded by 

P. Tiede; the Board voted: G. Preston, yes; P. Tiede, yes; R. Duane, yes; D. Kerr, yes; and E. Tasker, yes.  

The Board came out of the non-public session at 9:38 p.m. and on a motion by R. Duane seconded by 

E. Tasker the Board voted to seal the minutes of the meeting. 

Adjournment: The meeting adjourned at p.m. on a motion by E. Tasker, seconded by R. Duane and 

passing with a unanimous vote.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Francesca Latawiec, Recording Secretary  

__________________________________  _________________________________ 

Gordon Preston, Chairman    Priscilla Tiede, Vice-Chair 

 

________________________________  _________________________________ 

Richard Duane      David Kerr 

 

________________________________ 

Edward Tasker 


