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TOWN OF BARNSTEAD 

TOWN HALL 

SELECTMEN’S MEETING 

MINUTES OF NOVEMBER 17, 2015 

Attendance: Chairman Gordon Preston, Richard Duane, David Kerr, and Edward Tasker. Priscilla Tiede 

was unable to attend. Karen Montgomery and 2 members of the public in attendance. 

The meeting was called to order at 5:00 p.m. and opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.  

Signatures: The Board approved and signed Payroll& Weekly Manifest, Minutes of 11/10/2015, and 

Inter-Office Memos/Letters/Forms.  There was discussion about the Huckleberry Oil Contract and 

Karen Montgomery relayed that after speaking with Donna Clairmont (Barnstead SAU) the Town is not 

held to purchasing the number of gallons of oil that was quoted. Huckleberry will send a new contract 

with this language. On a motion made by D. Kerr and seconded by R. Duane to authorize G. Preston to 

sign the Homeland Security document for reimbursement for Hazard Mitigation for $326,300. The 

Board unanimously passed the motion. On a motion made by D. Kerr and seconded by R. Duane the 

Board unanimously voted to approve and sign the other documents.  K. Montgomery reminded the 

Board that they were meeting on Friday for a budget work session. The public Hearing on the CIP will 

be held by the Planning Board on Thursday November 19, 2015. 

New Business: The Board reviewed a proposal to fix the lighting at the Parks & Rec area behind the 

Police Station. The cost will be $1150 for bulbs, fixtures and wiring connections and it was determined 

that it would come from the Building Maintenance Fund. K. Montgomery noted that the Park and 

Recreation Department’s lights for the basketball court and the ice rink are separate. Money could be 

saved by not having the basketball lights on off season.  On a motion made by R. Duane and seconded 

by D. Kerr to approve the proposal from Charity Electric in the amount of $1,150 for the lighting. 

Discussion focused on the rental cost for a lift to perform the work at $350.  The Board agreed that it 

would be appropriate for the Fire and Rescue Department to work with the contractor and provide this 

service with the bucket on the ladder truck.  The Board voted unanimously for the motion.  

K. Montgomery received an email from Josh Lund at McFarland Johnson and the Town can go ahead 

with the final design on the Hannah Nutter Bridge. The Town will be reimbursed for 80% of the design 

cost.  Construction is planned for late 2017.  R. Duane initiated a discussion regarding the 3% raises for 

staff at BCEP.  The raise proposed for the secretary is high, going from $62,483 to $65,607 respectively.  

E. Tasker noted that the school’s portion of the waste disposal fee is currently paid for out of the 

Town’s budget and he feels that the cost should come out of the school’s budget.  The Board will send 

a letter to that effect.  Salary increases for other BCEP employees represent an offset in insurance 

costs.   On a motion made by E. Tasker and seconded by D. Kerr to not offer the high raises to the 

administrator and treasurer of BCEP, and to pass the cost of waste management on to the School 

District; the motion passed unanimously.     
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Public Input:  Jeannie Terry asked the selectmen for permission to decorate the bandstand for the 

holidays.  The Board unanimously approved this request. 

Appointments:  At 6:14 p.m. Acting Chief S. Mulcahy offered that his duty crew can work with J. 

Doucette from the Highway Department to provide the lift services required for the lighting at the 

skating rink and basketball court.  There was discussion of the requirement for physical examinations 

for Town employees and K. Montgomery handed out a very preliminary draft policy for review.  S. 

Mulcahy supports having a policy for physicals.  He noted that many health issues can bump some 

individuals from performing some duties.  There was discussion of NFPA 1582 requirements, and using 

a sample policy from Tilton/Northfield.  He explained that not all of his firefighters are certified as 

building entry professionals and that there are other required duties that other professionals can 

perform.  R. Duane noted that there needs to be a physical policy for the Fire, Police, and Highway 

Departments.  K. Montgomery will get the draft information to the other two departments.  G. Preston 

noted that the Board is looking for input on this matter.  A brief discussion ensued regarding whether 

the physical exam will be required every two years or every year. 

Old Business:  No old business was discussed. 

Correspondence: The Board reviewed miscellaneous correspondence.  

On a motion to go into non-public at 7:00 p.m. per RSA: 91-A 3II (a) made by E. Tasker and seconded 

by R. Duane; the Board voted: G. Preston, yes; and R. Duane, yes; D. Kerr, yes; and E. Tasker, yes. The 

Board came out of non-public session at 8:01 and on a motion by R. Duane, seconded by E. Tasker, the 

Board voted unanimously to seal the minutes of the non-public session. 

Adjournment: The meeting adjourned at 8:02 p.m. on a motion by E. Tasker, seconded by R. Duane 

and passing with a unanimous vote.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Francesca Latawiec, Recording Secretary  

 

__________________________________  ________Not Present_______________ 
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