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TOWN OF BARNSTEAD 

TOWN HALL 

SELECTMEN’S MEETING 

MINUTES OF JANUARY 19, 2016 

Attendance: Chairman Gordon Preston, Priscilla Tiede, Richard Duane, David Kerr, and Edward 

Tasker.  

The meeting was called to order at 5:00 p.m. and opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.  

Signatures: The Board approved and signed the payroll, weekly manifest, and Interoffice 

Memos/Letters/Forms. R. Duane made a motion to have the Chairman sign the property 

disclosure documents for town-owned properties on behalf of the Board and it was seconded 

by D. Kerr and passed with a unanimous vote.  

Appointments: The Board reviewed the 2016 warrant articles, determining which Member 

would speak to which article and made the following motions on the warrant; 

Article #’s 3, 4 & 5: P. Tiede made a motion to support these articles, seconded by E. Tasker and 

it passed with a unanimous vote. D. Kerr will speak to the articles.  

Article # 6: P. Tiede made a motion to support this article, seconded by E. Tasker and it passed 

with a unanimous vote. P. Tiede will speak to the article.  

Article # 7: E. Tasker made a motion to support this article, seconded by R. Duane and it passed 

with a unanimous vote. E. Tasker will speak to the article.  

Article # 8: D. Kerr made a motion to support this article, seconded by E. Tasker and it passed 

with a unanimous vote. D. Kerr will speak to the article.  

Article # 9: D. Kerr made a motion to support this article, seconded by P. Tiede and it passed 

with a unanimous vote. D. Kerr will speak to the article.  

Article # 10: E. Tasker made a motion to support this article, seconded by R. Duane. The group 

discussed the purchase of the tree limb shearer. The motion failed with the following vote; G. 

Preston, no; P. Tiede, no; R. Duane, no; D. Kerr, no; and E. Tasker, yes. 

After a brief discussion on the subject, D. Kerr made a motion to raise line item 4312-2-390 

(tree & brush removal) by $5,000, making it $15,000 and to remove the warrant article from 

the warrant. The motion was seconded by P. Tiede and passed with a unanimous vote. 

Article # 11: R. Duane made a motion to support this article, seconded by P. Tiede and it passed 

with a unanimous vote. D. Kerr will speak to the article.  

Article # 12: P. Tiede made a motion to support this article, seconded by R. Duane and it passed 

with a unanimous vote. R. Duane will speak to the article.  
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Article # 13: R. Duane made a motion to support this article, seconded by D. Kerr and it passed 

with a unanimous vote. P. Tiede will speak to the article.  

Article # 14: R. Duane made a motion to support this article, seconded by E. Tasker and it 

passed with a unanimous vote. E. Tasker will speak to the article.  

Article # 15: R. Duane made a motion to support this article, seconded by P. Tiede and it passed 

with a unanimous vote. E. Tasker will speak to the article.  

Article # 16: R. Duane made a motion to support this article, seconded by P. Tiede and it passed 

with a unanimous vote. P. Tiede will speak to the article.  

Article # 17: R. Duane made a motion to support this article, seconded by D. Kerr and it passed 

with a unanimous vote. E. Tasker will speak to the article.  

Article # 18: D. Kerr made a motion to support this article, seconded by R. Duane and it passed 

with a unanimous vote. R. Duane will speak to the article.  

Article # 19: R. Duane made a motion to support this article, seconded by E. Tasker and it 

passed with a unanimous vote. G. Preston will speak to the article.  

Article # 20: R. Duane made a motion to support this article, seconded by E. Tasker and it 

passed with the following vote; G. Preston, no; P. Tiede, no; R. Duane, yes; D. Kerr, yes; and E. 

Tasker, yes. G. Preston will speak to the article.  

Article # 21: P. Tiede made a motion to support this article, seconded by D. Kerr and it passed 

with a unanimous vote. P. Tiede will speak to the article.  

Article # 22: P. Tiede made a motion to support this article, seconded by R. Duane and it passed 

with a unanimous vote. P. Tiede will speak to the article.  

Article # 23: P. Tiede made a motion to support this article and to add the information 

necessary, seconded by E. Tasker and it passed with a unanimous vote.  

Public Input:   G. Preston opened the meeting for public comment at 5:58 p.m.  Bruce Grey 

stated that at the Milfoil meeting last Saturday, Ed Neister is proposing an additional $15,000 

for divers and treatment. He commented that the milfoil has to be pulled at a certain time or 

else the seeds are dropped and that Aquatic Control Technology Company has several towns 

they work for. The Chairman closed the public input session at 6:08 p.m. 

Appointments:Fire Chief Shawn Mulcahy arrived at 6:06 p.m. and reported that his knee injury 

did not require surgery.  On a motion to go into non-public session at 6:08 p.m. per RSA:  91-A 

3II (a) made by D. Kerr and seconded by P. Tiede; the Board voted: G. Preston, yes;  P. Tiede, 

yes; R. Duane, yes; D. Kerr, yes; and E. Tasker, yes.The Fire Chief left the meeting at 6:15 p.m. 

The Board came out of non-public session at 6:30 p.m. and on a motion from P. Tiede, 

seconded by R. Duane, the Board voted unanimously to seal the minutes of that meeting. 

The Board discussed the government surplus items that the police chief has ordered and R. 

Duane informed the group that 5 rifles, a trailer and 2 greenhouse-type sheds have been 

obtained. G. Preston asked how many rifles we had and D. Kerr stated that this would give us 8. 
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G. Preston did not see the need for the rifles and R. Duane wondered if the “active shooter” 

would apply. D. Kerr stated that he would rather have the SWAT Team handle that. E. Tasker 

stated that the Board needs to find answers and felt that a directive should be issued to stop 

any further acquisitions. R. Duane commented that the Chief is currently looking for a loader 

for the Highway Department and P. Tiede pointed out that if a loader is found, it would have to 

sit for one year before Highway could have it. R. Duane explained that the greenhouse sheds 

could be used to store the Highway grader and the police Humvee.  

D. Kerr suggested dealing with Bill Haynes directly and asked if the Chief had sent over a copy of 

the required plan for all the surplus equipment. Karen told the group that Sgt. Grow had called 

her to say that the Chief filed the plan online and was unable to print a copy but he is working 

on it. Grow also indicated that the plan has some changes to it. R. Duane next informed the 

group that the Chief was looking into making some of the Highway employees, “Police 

Technicians” which would allow them to operate the surplus machinery.  

D. Kerr next handed out copies of the call statistics that the Fire Chief had given to the Budget 

Committee last Thursday, which showed how much was paid including training.  A brief 

discussion ensued regarding the number of air packs and uniforms to be purchased versus the 

number of people certified for these items. D. Kerr next reported that Budget Committee 

Member, Bill Haynes requested that the dispatch calls for Barnstead be obtained from the 

Belknap County Sheriff’s Office and the Board approved.  

New Business: The Board reviewed the prosecutor’s report; noting that there was not much 

activity, the CIP report and the BCEP 2016 budget. Karen Montgomery updated the Board on 

the Milfoil monies and it was determined that Ed Neister would be scheduled for a meeting 

with the Selectmen. Lyla Adkins, Parks & Rec, will also be scheduled for a meeting. 

Correspondence:The group reviewed miscellaneous correspondence. The Chairman announced 

that he would alter the ordinance he had submitted earlier for the Board’s consideration and 

bring it before them next week. P. Tiede indicated that she was not in favor of having the 

ordinance on the warrant. 

On a motion to go into non-public session at 6:58p.m. per RSA:  91-A 3II (a) made by P. Tiede 

and seconded by E. Tasker; the Board voted: G. Preston, yes;  P. Tiede, yes; R. Duane, yes; D. 

Kerr, yes; and E. Tasker, yes. The Board came out of non-public session at 7:20 p.m. and on a 

motion from P. Tiede, seconded by R. Duane, the Board voted unanimously to seal the minutes 

of that meeting.  

Adjournment: On a motion by P. Tiede seconded by R. Duane, the Board voted unanimously to 

adjourn the meeting at 7:20 p.m.  
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Respectfully submitted, 

Karen Montgomery, Recording Secretary  

 

__________________________________  _________________________________ 
Gordon Preston, Chairman    Priscilla Tiede, Vice-Chair 
 
________________________________  _________________________________ 
Richard Duane      David Kerr 
 
________________________________ 
Edward Tasker 
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