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TOWN OF BARNSTEAD 

TOWN HALL 

SELECTMEN’S MEETING 

MINUTES OF FEBRUARY 23, 2016 

Attendance: Chairman Gordon Preston, Priscilla Tiede, Richard Duane, David Kerr, and Edward 

Tasker.   

The meeting was called to order at 5:00 p.m. and opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.  

Signatures: The Board approved and signed the payroll, the minutes of 2/16/16, the weekly 

manifest, 3 Library appointments, 1 lien release, the First Student Lease termination letter and 

Interoffice Memos/Letters/Forms. D. Kerr made a motion to have the Chairman sign the 

McFarland Johnson agreement on the Hannah Nutter Bridge and a payment request document 

for the new ambulance on behalf of the Board and it was seconded by P. Tiede. The motion 

passed with a unanimous vote.  

P. Tiede questioned an invoice from the White Buffalo for coffee, donuts and supplies for the 

Police Chief’s “monthly tea with the Chief” meeting. It was mentioned that they had not 

received invoices for this in the past and whether it should be from the town’s budget. P. Tiede 

wondered how many people attend the gatherings and R. Duane commented that some good 

can come out of such meetings. The Board will speak with the Chief about the invoice.  

The next topic of discussion was regarding physicals and R. Duane pointed out that the 

department heads have had the draft document for months but have not responded. It was 

mentioned that there is money allocated in the budget for this purpose and D. Kerr commented 

that the Budget Committee wanted to see a plan. R. Duane suggested starting with the 

Highway Department and requiring DOT physicals. It was pointed out that Fire Rescue physical 

requirements are more detailed per “NFPA” if that’s the standard they go by. After further 

discussion, R. Duane made a motion that the Highway Department complete DOT physicals 

within the next two months and it was seconded by D. Kerr; which passed with a unanimous 

vote. R. Duane will speak with the Road Agent in the morning before a memo is sent. 

The Board next discussed the Boy Scout aluminum can collection trailer currently located on 

town property. A letter had been sent to the person responsible for emptying the trailer but 

there has been no response. The trailer has been overflowing for quite some time and people 

are leaving bags of cans outside the trailer. It was determined that the trailer will be moved off 

the property that is currently being leased by the bus company. D. Kerr next reported that the 

Highway Dept. recently had the 70cc chainsaw repaired. Karen Montgomery relayed a 

conversation she had with Amy Smagula of the Department of Environmental Services 

regarding the software program for Milfoil. Karen will contact Ed Neister to discuss the 

software he is proposing for the town.  

Karen distributed a proposal from Bryan Locke to repair the crack in the wall at the Parks & Rec 

building. D. Kerr made a motion to accept the proposal in the amount of $200 and it was 
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seconded by E. Tasker and passed with a unanimous vote. D. Kerr informed the group that he 

had checked the Library building and found some repairs are needed there as well. R. Duane 

noted that the six year old police cruiser that has 98,000 miles on it, passed inspection recently 

with no issues. D. Kerr commented that the State changed the inspection requirement date for 

all municipal vehicles and he thought they all had been done.  

The Board reviewed the paving proposal from Wolcott and will have to wait for the budget to 

pass at Town Meeting. They also reviewed a letter from the groundskeeper regarding the 

increase in areas that he has to maintain and after a brief discussion P. Tiede made a motion to 

raise the amount to $200. E. Tasker seconded the motion and it passed with a unanimous vote. 

Karen informed the Board that she contacted the Generator Connection regarding the Highway 

and Police generators that failed during the power outage when maintenance had just been 

done on them the week before. The company came back out (at no charge) and felt that it was 

due to condensation in the propane. While here, they replaced the battery in the Town Hall 

generator.  

Appointments:  None 

Public Input:   Chairman Preston opened the meeting for public comment at 5:43 p.m. and 

Bruce Grey thanked the Board for having Bryan Locke repair the Parks & Rec Building. Bruce 

mentioned that the well pump at the Parks & Rec area was not working and R. Duane 

suggested unhooking it. D. Kerr stated that heating the building down there is costly. Bruce told 

the Board that the 4-H fishing derby on Brindle Pond was cancelled.  The Chairman closed the 

public input session at 6:02 p.m. 

New Business: The Board discussed the e-mail from the Emergency Management Director, 

Wayne Santos, regarding a date for the Table Top Exercise of the Town’s Emergency Plan and it 

was determined that Wayne would be asked to give them 3 dates that he was available. It was 

also decided that it would take place during the daytime on a weekday (not weekend). It was 

noted that the Road Agent had been given the approval to purchase the cutting edge for the 

excavator at $884.63. D. Kerr mentioned that the Belknap County Financial statement shows 3 

million more in revenue and wondered how that was handled at the County level. It was stated 

that a County Commissioner would be attending the Planning Board meeting this week and will 

be asked the question.  

Correspondence:  The group reviewed miscellaneous correspondence. Karen will contact the 

Metrocast representative to schedule a meeting to discuss a new contract.  

On a motion to go into non-public session at 6:03 p.m. per RSA:  91-A 3II (b) made by R. Duane     

and seconded by E. Tasker; the Board voted: G. Preston, yes;  P. Tiede, yes; R. Duane, yes; D. 

Kerr, yes; and E. Tasker, yes. The Board came out of non-public session at 6:22 p.m. and on a 

motion from R. Duane, seconded by P. Tiede, the Board voted unanimously to seal the minutes 

of that meeting.  

On a motion to go into non-public session at 6:23 p.m. per RSA:  91-A 3II (d) made by P. Tiede     

and seconded by D. Kerr; the Board voted: G. Preston, yes;  P. Tiede, yes; R. Duane, yes; D. Kerr, 

yes; and E. Tasker, yes. The Board came out of non-public session at 6:55 p.m. and on a motion 
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from P. Tiede, seconded by E. Tasker, the Board voted unanimously to seal the minutes of that 

meeting.  

On a motion to go into non-public session at 6:56 p.m. per RSA:  91-A 3II (b) made by R. Duane     

and seconded by P. Tiede; the Board voted: G. Preston, yes;  P. Tiede, yes; R. Duane, yes; D. 

Kerr, yes; and E. Tasker, yes. The Board came out of non-public session at 7:06 p.m. and on a 

motion from P. Tiede, seconded by R. Duane, the Board voted unanimously to seal the minutes 

of that meeting.  

Adjournment: On a motion by P. Tiede, seconded by D. Kerr, the Board voted unanimously to 

adjourn the meeting at 7:12 p.m.  

Respectfully submitted, 

Karen Montgomery, Recording Secretary  

 

__________________________________  _________________________________ 
Gordon Preston, Chairman    Priscilla Tiede, Vice-Chair 
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Edward Tasker 


