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TOWN OF BARNSTEAD 

TOWN HALL 

SELECTMEN’S MEETING 

MINUTES OF MARCH 8
TH

, 2016 

Attendance: Chairman Gordon Preston, Priscilla Tiede, Richard Duane, David Kerr, and Edward 

Tasker (5:34).   

The meeting was called to order at 5:00 p.m. and opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.  

Appointments: Chairman Preston performed the swearing in ceremony of Doug Trottier as 

fulltime police officer for Barnstead. Chief McDowell, Officers Frank Jones and Jason Leavitt 

were also in attendance.  

Signatures: The Board approved and signed the payroll, the minutes of 3/1/16, the weekly 

manifest, 1 intent to cut form, a letter of hire, an appointment form, a letter to Brett Tiede and 

Interoffice Memos/Letters/Forms.  

Police Chief Joseph McDowell informed the Board of a new psychological test that Rochester 

and Portsmouth are using that gives you results in 48 hours. There is a one-time $50.00 set-up 

fee and then $125 per test. McDowell reported that he had received 2 part-time police 

applications (1 from a current fire/rescue department member) and (1 from Nashua) – neither 

who are certified. He added that there was also a fulltime certified candidate interested. An 

appointment was scheduled for next Tuesday with Chief McDowell. 

The Board discussed the upcoming town meeting on Saturday and the moderator. They will 

recognize the election officials and especially the Supervisors of the Checklist for their hard 

work. The group briefly discussed the prior police MRI report and Karen Montgomery was 

asked to obtain a copy of a police on administrative police chiefs.  

P. Tiede made a motion to accept the resignation of Frank Grow as of February 23, 2016; R. 

Duane seconded it and it passed with a unanimous vote. P. Tiede made a motion to accept the 

resignation of Officer Jeannine Wood, effective March 22, 2016; seconded by D. Kerr and it 

passed with the following vote; G. Preston, yes;  P. Tiede, yes; R. Duane, no; and D. Kerr, yes. 

Public Input:   Chairman Preston opened the meeting for public comment at 5:30 p.m. and 

seeing as there was none, the Chairman closed the public input session at 5:31 p.m. 

The Board discussed the Police Chief’s retirement effective May 1, 2016 and having an audit 

done of the police department. D Kerr stated that he would like a status of all open cases or 

investigations as well as an inventory list and E. Tasker asked if there was a record of the sniper 

rifle that the department had when Ken Borgia was Chief because it was not listed in the 

current inventory. G. Preston commented that they would ask the Chief next week when they 

met with him.  
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New Business: The Department of Transportation will host an informational public meeting on 

March 16, 2016 at the Town Hall at 7 pm on the improvements of Rte. 28, North Road and 

North Barnstead Road intersection. Karen presented the Board with a proposal from Bryan 

Locke to repair 3 areas at the Oscar Foss Library where the concrete has disintegrated from the 

railings. E. Tasker made a motion to accept the proposal in the amount of $2,000, which was 

seconded by D. Kerr and passed with a unanimous vote.  

Karen notified the Board that Captain Cottrell would like to go back to the Tri-State vendor for 

the fire extinguisher as the person that works for them lives locally and there would not be a 

charge to pick them up. The Board approved the request. E. Tasker asked for clarification on the 

mechanical inspections and it was discovered that the monthly building permit list had not 

been submitted for January or February, which shows this data.  

Correspondence:  The group reviewed miscellaneous correspondence.  

Adjournment: On a motion by P. Tiede, seconded by R. Duane, the Board voted unanimously to 

adjourn the meeting at 6:03 p.m.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Karen Montgomery, Recording Secretary  

 

__________________________________  _________________________________ 
Gordon Preston, Chairman    Priscilla Tiede, Vice-Chair 
 
________________________________  _________________________________ 
Richard Duane      David Kerr 
 
________________________________ 
Edward Tasker 


