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TOWN OF BARNSTEAD 

TOWN HALL 

SELECTMEN’S MEETING 

MINUTES OF MARCH 29
th

, 2016 

Attendance: Chairman Priscilla Tiede, Vice-Chair Richard Duane, Gordon Preston and Edward 

Tasker. Administrative Assistant Karen Montgomery was also in attendance. Sean Dunne was 

unable to attend and minute-taker Tammy Wood was unable to attend. 

The meeting was called to order at 5:00 p.m. and opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.  

Appointments:  On a motion to go into non-public session at 5:01 p.m. per RSA:  91-A 3II () 

made by R. Duane and seconded by G. Preston; the Board voted: P. Tiede, yes; R. Duane, yes; G. 

Preston, yes; and E. Tasker, yes. The Board came out of non-public session at 5:51 p.m. and on a 

motion from E. Tasker, seconded by R. Duane, the Board voted: P. Tiede, yes; R. Duane, yes; G. 

Preston, yes; and E. Tasker, yes in favor of sealing the minutes of that meeting.  

Signatures: The Board approved and signed the payroll, the weekly manifest, the MS-232 

report of appropriations, 2 appointments, 1 elderly exemption, 1 land use change form, 1 

veteran tax credit, 2 intent to excavate forms, 1 gravel tax levy, 1 form “B”, the Federal Surplus 

Agreement (White’s Farm), a deed correction, a letter to Brett Tiede, a letter to Eileen Murley 

and Interoffice Memos/Letters/Forms. E. Tasker made a motion to have the Chairman sign the 

Pennichuck (Varney Road) agreement and the ERZ (economic revitalization zone) renewal form, 

which was seconded by G. Preston and passed with a unanimous vote.  

Public Input:   Chairman Tiede opened the meeting for public comment at 5:55 p.m. and made 

a public statement regarding the Police Chief’s retirement as there is a lot of misinformation 

going around. She stated that the Chief handed a confidential letter to the Selectmen’s Office 

on a Friday and the Board doesn’t meet until Tuesday, but the news of his retirement was out 

on the Barnstead Community page before the Board even read the letter. Lt. Perkins of the 

Belknap County Sheriff’s Office is doing a review of our police department and the Select Board 

has not met with him since our initial meeting – but the rumor mill has proclaimed that the 

Sheriff’s Department said we need 15 officers. We want the public to know that we don’t know 

how that rumor started but want to clear it up and let the public know the Board has had 

nothing reported back to them as of yet from the Sheriff’s Department. The full Select Board is 

well aware that the department is short-handed; which it has been for some time. The 

department currently has one fulltime officer, 2 part-time officers and one part-time detective.  

Brett Tiede presented the Board with the latest copy of the NH Constitution and his application for 

veterans’ tax credit. E. Tasker inquired about the veterans’ application and Brett stated that there were 

new service dates for eligibility. Brett next referred to a letter from his attorney regarding a request for 

documents and it was determined that he would pick the material up on Friday, April 1, 2016 at 3:00 

p.m.  
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Ben Arey inquired about the line item for an Animal Control Officer (ACO) in the budget and it was 

explained that the Budget Committee’s figure got passed at town meeting, which reduced the $5,000 

for the ACO to $1,000. The Chairman reported that the police department is now currently picking up 

dogs and handling those complaints.  

Building Inspector Fab Cusson expressed concerns that he has a lot of paperwork to be filed and asked if 

MaryJane could have extra hours to take care of this. Karen Montgomery explained that MaryJane was 

putting in some extra hours on Fridays (normally her day off) to take care of this. Fab stated that it was 

starting to get busier now and just wanted to stay on top of it. R. Duane mentioned that there was 

money in the budget for extra hours for the Selectmen’s Office. Karen will look into the matter 

tomorrow with MaryJane. Fab commented that MaryJane was doing a great job. The Chairman closed 

the public input session at 6:04 p.m. 

New Business: The Board will hold a public meeting on April 19, 2016 at 5:30 p.m. regarding an 

Emergency Lane for Hartshorn Road Bridge. The group will review the TDS proposed cable 

agreement. R. Duane relayed that the Road Agent is meeting with the Department of 

Transportation to discuss the State’s proposed improvements on Parade Circle and the Board 

would like to speak with Philip Miles of the NH Dept. of Transportation right-of-way regarding 

the possibility of swapping of some town-owned land for some State-owned land. Karen will 

contact Mr. Miles and schedule a meeting. 

At 6:11 p.m. the Board reviewed three proposals for street sweeping and R. Duane explained 

that the Road Agent wanted to have the machinery delivered and his crew do the work (cost is 

$90 per day for 3 days and $300 delivery charges); thus saving approximately $1,000. The Road 

Agent would like to schedule it for the end of April. G. Preston made a motion to accept the 

Seabreeze Co. proposal as discussed (with no driver and having the equipment for 3 days. The 

motion was seconded by R. Duane and the Board voted unanimously for the motion. G. Preston 

made a motion to have the Chairman sign the contract and E. Tasker seconded it, which passed 

with a unanimous vote.  

Karen informed the group that Alan Glassman was unable to attend the BCEP monthly meeting 

and E. Tasker stated that he would be attending. A check was received from MetroCast in the 

amount of $28,633.48 for franchise fees which will go towards reducing the tax rate. Karen 

relayed that Pittsfield Board of Selectman Chairman would like to meet with two Barnstead 

Select Board Members to discuss sharing of services and it was determined that G. Preston and 

E. Tasker would be our representatives.  

Chairman Tiede performed the swearing-in of Rick Duane and Gary Mullen as members on the 

Zoning Board of Adjustment. She next suggested putting the RSA regarding non-public minutes 

on the website so people could better understand why the Board has these sessions.  

Correspondence:  The Board reviewed their copy of a notification letter from the Dept. of 

Environmental Services to Barnstead S & G gravel pit that they have not received a written 

updated plan as required every five years. The Zoning Board sent a list of their current 

membership. BCEP submitted their financial report for the month of February. The next BCEP 

meeting is scheduled for Thursday, March 31, 2016. 
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On a motion to go into non-public session at 6:45 p.m. per RSA:  91-A 3II (c) made by E. Duane             

and seconded by E. Tasker; the Board voted: P. Tiede, yes; R. Duane, yes; G. Preston, yes; and E. 

Tasker, yes. The Board came out of non-public session at 7:11 p.m. and on a motion from R. 

Duane, seconded by G. Preston, the Board voted: P. Tiede, yes; R. Duane, yes; G. Preston, yes; 

and E. Tasker, yes in favor of sealing the minutes of that meeting.  

Adjournment: On a motion by G. Preston, seconded by R. Duane, the Board voted unanimously 

to adjourn the meeting at 7:12 p.m.  

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Karen Montgomery, Recording Secretary  

 

__________________________________  _________________________________ 
Priscilla Tiede, Chairman    Richard Duane, Vice-Chair 
 
________________________________  _________________________________ 
Sean Dunne      Gordon Preston 
 
________________________________ 
Edward Tasker 


