
TOWN OF BARNSTEAD 

TOWN HALL 

SELECTMEN’S MEETING 

MINUTES OF APRIL 12
TH

, 2016 

Attendance: Chairman, Priscilla Tiede, Vice Chairman Richard Duane, Gordon Preston and 

Edward Tasker. Karen Montgomery, Selectmen’s Administrative Assistant, Tammy Wood, 

Recording Secretary and 4 members of the public. Sean Dunne was not in attendance. 

The meeting was called to order at 4:30 p.m. and opened with the Pledge of Allegiance. The 

Board met with legal counsel from 4:30 p.m. to 5:27 p.m.   

Signatures: The Board approved and signed the payroll, the weekly manifest, the minutes of 

4/5/2016, 4 gravel tax levies, 1 intent to excavate form, 1 intent to cut wood, 1 current use 

application, 2 veteran’s credits, 1 appointment form, Interoffice Memos/Letters/Forms.  

On a motion to go into non-public session at 5:30 p.m. per RSA:  91-A 3II (b) made by E. Tasker 

and seconded by G. Preston; the Board voted: P. Tiede, yes; R. Duane, yes; G. Preston, yes; and 

E. Tasker, yes. The Board came out of non-public session at 5:57 p.m. and on a motion from R. 

Duane, seconded by E. Tasker, the Board voted: R. Duane, yes; G. Preston, yes; and E. Tasker, 

yes in favor of sealing the minutes of that meeting. P. Tiede had left the room and did not vote. 

Appointments: Frank Jones, Officer-in-Charge of the Police Department, completed an 

inventory of items that were not from the government surplus program and asked about selling 

some items. R. Duane suggested using the internet site that the town sold items on before. E. 

Tasker asked about disposing of the firearms and ammunition and Jones told him they need a 

court order which would be coming in the near future. Jones relayed an issue with a burglar 

alarm at a residence on Pond View Drive that has had 14 false alarms since Jan. The police have 

spoken with the property owners but it still continues. G. Preston asked about charging for the 

calls and Jones stated that after 3 responses they should charge. The Board would have to have 

an ordinance and Jones stated that Bow has one that he will get. R. Duane reported that the 

Road Agent would like to utilize the small trailer behind the police station to put his road 

closure signs and barriers in which would be able to be towed to each location. The trailer 

would be stored at the Highway Department. 

The Board next met with the Fire Chief Shawn Mulcahy who stated that the Medicare renewal 

license is required every 5 years and will cost $550 that will come out of the Fire Rescue budget. 

After a brief discussion, on a motion by E. Tasker, seconded by G. Preston, to have the Chief 

pay the bill, the motion passed with a unanimous vote.  Copies of the renewal license and proof 

of payment needs to be send to ComStar by May 30th, 2016. Next item was a yearly invoice for 

ambulance monitors and a maintenance contract. On a motion by E. Tasker, seconded by R. 

Duane to pay the invoice, the motion passed with a unanimous vote.  

The Fire Chief also discussed the overhead doors at both fire stations and reported that no one 

will work on them because they do not have safety devices. The cost for 4 door openers is 



$4,123 which includes the mechanisms, drives, wheels and safety equipment. They will also 

need to purchase 11 remotes for the doors which will be around $674 but he will get an 

updated quotes for the next meeting.  The Chief will forward the paperwork on 2 people for the 

Fire Rescue department. 

Public Input:   Chairman Tiede opened the meeting for public comment at 6:32 p.m. and Brett 

Tiede stated that the town of Strafford has $428,200 for their highway budget with no 

equipment. It was pointed out that Strafford hires a private company with their own equipment 

to handle their 41 miles of roads and Barnstead has 90 miles. Brett also stated that Strafford’s 

plan is to pave 1 mile of dirt road every year, including overlaying the already paved roads. 

Brett’s next item was regarding the Veteran’s Tax Exemption that he applied for and he told the 

group that he did not apply for the Veteran’s disability credit. Karen explained that Brett was 

not eligible for the standard Veterans’s credit, but where he had included a letter from the 

Veteran’s Association that indicated a disability the town wanted to make sure he wasn’t apply 

for that. The Chairman reviewed the eligible dates of service for the Veteran’s credit (per the 

RSA’s) and it did not appear that Brett was eligible. Brett told the group that the VA said he is 

eligible for the standard credit and it was determined that Brett would have the VA contact 

Karen.  The Chairman closed the public input session at 6:40 p.m. 

New Business:   Chairman Tiede read aloud the following portion of the report from the 

Department of Revenue who monitors the town to make sure that the town is doing the 

assessing properly; “DRA commends the Barnstead Assessing personnel and the Board of 

Selectmen for taking a proactive approach in addressing the need to keep values current and to 

provide equity within the town. It is our belief that from the evidence provided, the 2015 

valuation update was performed with defendable analysis to ensure that all values generated 

from the sales analysis will be accurate and proportionate. In conclusion, it is our hope that any 

assistance we provide will enable the town to have assurance that uniformity and 

proportionality among taxpayers was improved because of the revaluation”.   

Karen relayed a message from the Emergency Management Director, Wayne Santos, requesting 

a letter to Verizon to include cellphone service on the Hartshorn Road tower. Verizon currently 

allows data and Santos feels phone service would be vital in an emergency. The Board approved 

the request. The Road Agent scheduled a meeting with the Board for next Tuesday evening. 

 Karen reminded the Board that the public hearing for an Emergency Lane on the Class VI 

portion of Hartshorn Road is next Tuesday evening and the Homeland Security Emergency 

Management tabletop exercise is next Monday morning from 9-noon at the Parade Station. 

Karen informed the group that Ed Merrill had sent over the draft MetroCast cable proposal. 

The Select Board next reviewed the non-public minutes from March 22, 2016 and R. Duane 

made a motion to unseal those minutes. E. Tasker seconded the motion and it passed with the 

following vote: P. Tiede, abstained; R. Duane, yes; G. Preston, yes; and E. Tasker, yes. 

E. Tasker made a motion to send the Road Crew to the yearly Mountain of Demonstrations. The 

motion was seconded by G. Preston and passed with a unanimous vote. 



On a motion to go into non-public session at 7:00 p.m. per RSA:  91-A 3II (c) made by E. Tasker 

and seconded by G. Preston; the Board voted: P. Tiede, yes; R. Duane, yes; G. Preston, yes; and 

E. Tasker, yes. The Board came out of non-public session at 7:40 p.m. and on a motion from G. 

Preston, seconded by E. Tasker, the Board voted: P. Tiede, yes; R. Duane, yes; G. Preston, yes; 

and E. Tasker, yes; in favor of sealing the minutes of that meeting.  

Correspondence:  The Board reviewed miscellaneous correspondence. 

Adjournment: On a motion by E. Tasker, seconded by G. Preston, the Board voted unanimously 

to adjourn the meeting at 7:42 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Tammy Wood, Recording Secretary  

 

__________________________________  _________________________________ 
Priscilla Tiede, Chairman    Richard Duane, Vice-Chair 
 
_________Not Present_______________  _________________________________ 
Sean Dunne      Gordon Preston 
 
____________________ 
Edward Tasker 


