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TOWN OF BARNSTEAD 

TOWN HALL 

SELECTMEN’S MEETING 

MINUTES OF APRIL 19
TH

, 2016 

Attendance: Chairman, Priscilla Tiede, Vice Chairman Richard Duane, Sean Dunne (5:00), and 

Gordon Preston. Karen Montgomery, Selectmen’s Administrative Assistant, Tammy Wood, 

Recording Secretary and 3 members of the public.  Edward Tasker was not in attendance. 

The meeting was called to order at 4:30 p.m. and opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.  

Signatures: The Board approved and signed the payroll, the weekly manifest, 1 timber tax levy, 

1 intent to excavate form, 1 intent to cut wood, and Interoffice Memos/Letters/Forms.  

On a motion to go into non-public session at 4:36 p.m. per RSA:  91-A 3II (c) made by G. Preston 

and seconded by R. Duane; the Board voted: P. Tiede, yes; R. Duane, yes; and G. Preston, yes. 

The Board came out of non-public session at 5:33 p.m. and on a motion from G. Preston, 

seconded by S. Dunne, the Board voted: P. Tiede, yes;  R. Duane, yes; S. Dunne, yes; and G. 

Preston, yes; in favor of sealing the minutes of that meeting.  

The Board held the public hearing on Hartshorn Road. 

New Business:   The Board reviewed a wetland permit, the DOT bridge red list, a notice from 

police standards and training and the resignation of Lyla Adkins of the Parks & Rec Commission. 

S. Dunne made a motion to accept the resignation, seconded by G. Preston and it passed with a 

unanimous vote.  The Board commended Lyla for her commitment to the Commission and a 

brief discussion ensued regarding who the remaining members were.  

Karen Montgomery relayed that the Highway Department would be starting their summer 

schedule of four (4) ten hour days next week and the Select Board approved the change. Karen 

next presented a request from the Road Agent to allow his 18 year old grandson to sweep the 

sidewalks (that the automated sweeper cannot reach) for his 26 hour community service 

requirement to graduate from Prospect Mountain High School and the Board approved the 

request. Karen reminded the Board of the Homeland Security Emergency Management 

tabletop exercise next Monday morning from 9-noon at the Parade Station that P. Tiede and R. 

Duane will be attending.  

Scott Brooks, of TDS will be meeting with the Board next week to discuss the proposed cable TV 

franchise agreement. Karen told the group that she called Phil Miles, NH Dept. of 

Transportation, but he had been out of the office until the 18th and had not yet returned 

Karen’s call. The Road Agent rescheduled his department until next week.  

Public Input:   Chairman Tiede opened the meeting for public comment at 5:46 p.m. and Joe 

Banko asked about the police department. P. Tiede explained to him that the Belknap County 

Sheriff’s Office is doing a report on the police department and that the document will be public. 

She stated that Chief McDowell is retiring as of April 30, 2016 and Board would be going 
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through the hiring process. Bruce Grey gave the group an update on the archery program and 

stated that he would be doing an inventory of the Parks & Rec Building on May 1, 2016. The 

Chairman closed the public input session at 6:05 p.m. 

Officer-in-Charge Frank Jones expressed his appreciation to the Board and Highway 

Department for removing some outdoor items from the police department and discarding 

some broken indoor items. He also gave kudos to the groundskeeper, Keith Treadwell for doing 

a great job around the police department. Jones relayed to the public that there is police 

coverage for the town and if anyone had a call for service, there would be a police response.  

Chairman Tiede made a public announcement regarding an article in the Suncook Valley Sun 

that made it sound like Pittsfield was taking over the Barnstead Police Department. She stated 

that this was absolutely not true, that a couple Barnstead Select Board Members were 

discussing the sharing of services and helping each other out but have made no decisions on 

anything.  

Officer-in-Charge Frank Jones read aloud a letter of appreciation to Officer Doug Trottier from 

an unnamed victim of an assault he had handled. The letter commended him on his response 

and actions. Jones asked the Board for a brief non-public regarding a personnel matter and the 

Chairman asked if there was any further public information. Karen reported that she spoke with 

a gentleman from the Veteran’s Association regarding Brett Tiede’s eligibility for the Veteran’s 

tax credit. In reviewing the RSA’s it was pointed out that Brett is required to have either an 

armed forces expeditionary medal or theater of operations service medal to get the credit. 

On a motion to go into non-public session at 6:16 p.m. per RSA:  91-A 3II (b) made by G. 

Preston and seconded by S. Dunne; the Board voted: P. Tiede, yes; R. Duane, yes; S. Dunne, yes; 

and G. Preston, yes. The Board came out of non-public session at 6:40 p.m. and on a motion 

from R. Duane, seconded by S. Dunne, the Board voted: P. Tiede, yes; R. Duane, yes; S. Dunne, 

yes; and G. Preston, yes; in favor of sealing the minutes of that meeting.  

Appointments: The Board next met with the Fire Chief Shawn Mulcahy who informed them 

that Engine 2 had a leak in the tank fill area and would cost about $1,180 to fix. R. Duane 

explained that he had stopped by the Fire Department when Shawn was working on it. The 

Board approved the expenditure. Shawn next reported that that the suction hose on the 

Forestry truck was 25 years old and needed to be replaced. He would like to purchase 4 lengths 

at $580. He also needed to purchase six 50’ lengths of 3” hose at $1,200 and the money was in 

his budget. The next issue was the overhead doors at the fire department and Shawn stated 

that no one will work on the ones at the Parade Station because they do not have any safety 

locks. He handed out a proposal and explained that the doors would cost $4,123.08 for 4 of 

them but did not have any money in his budget for that. The remotes (11 of them) would cost 

$674.15 which he did have in his budget. S. Dunne made a motion to allow the purchases and 

to fund the $4,123.08 out of the 4194-1-430 account. R. Duane seconded the motion and it 

passed with a unanimous vote.  

Shawn asked about the return of a call person who had been out due to illness and was 

instructed to have him get a fit for duty physical from a physician. R. Duane asked if the Fire 
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Department had considered burning the town-owned dilapidated property on Peachum Road 

and Shawn stated that he would have to get an answer from the State regarding the shingles, 

but he could have the excavator push the building in and have the brush/small trees removed. 

The Board thanked the Fire Chief for his input and he left at 7:06 p.m. 

R. Duane updated the group on the proposed pellet plant business (at the Timco/Dudek 

property) that is currently before the Planning Board. A huge tree grinder to chip trees is part of 

the proposal and it was mentioned that the Planning Board was considering attaching a decibel 

level number as a condition to it. A discussion ensued and there was concern regarding the 

measuring and enforcing of a decibel level. It was further relayed that the Building Inspector did 

not feel experienced enough in a large commercial project and had suggested that the company 

hire a qualified person (on-site engineer) to oversee the project (which the Planning Board can 

request). The full Select Board agreed that an on-site engineer should be required. 

Correspondence:  The Board reviewed miscellaneous correspondence. 

Adjournment: On a motion by G. Preston, seconded by S. Dunne, the Board voted unanimously 

to adjourn the meeting at 7:20 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Karen Montgomery, Recording Secretary  

 

__________________________________  _________________________________ 
Priscilla Tiede, Chairman    Richard Duane, Vice-Chair 
 
__________________________________  _________________________________ 
Sean Dunne      Gordon Preston 
 
__________Not in Attendance_________ 
Edward Tasker 


