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TOWN OF BARNSTEAD 

TOWN HALL 

SELECTMEN’S MEETING 

MINUTES OF MAY 10
th

, 2016 

Attendance: Chairman, Priscilla Tiede, Vice Chairman Richard Duane, Sean Dunne, Gordon 

Preston and Edward Tasker. Karen Montgomery, Selectmen’s Administrative Assistant, and 3 

members of the public.  

The meeting was called to order at 4:03 p.m. and opened with the Pledge of Allegiance. R. 

Duane informed the Board that the Parks & Rec Building is now immaculate thanks to Bruce 

Grey and volunteers.  

On a motion to go into non-public session at 4:05 p.m. per RSA:  91-A 3II (c) made by S. Dunne 

and seconded by G. Preston; the Board voted: P. Tiede, yes; R. Duane, yes; S. Dunne, yes; G. 

Preston, yes; and E. Tasker, yes. The Board came out of non-public session at 5:43 p.m. and on a 

motion from R. Duane, seconded by S. Dunne, the Board voted: P. Tiede, yes; R. Duane, yes; S. 

Dunne, yes; G. Preston, yes; and E. Tasker, yes in favor of sealing the minutes of that meeting.  

Signatures: The Board approved and signed the payroll and weekly manifest, the minutes of 

5/3/2016, (1) Intent to Cut Applications, (1) Gravel Tax Levy, several Abatements, (1) Timber 

Tax Levy, a Letter of Hire, a Conditional Offer of Hire, a Letter to Pennichuck and Interoffice 

Memos/Letters /Forms.  

Appointments: The Board met with Road Agent Jim Doucette and reviewed his road 

maintenance agenda for 2016. One facet of the plan is to reclaim Varney Road but because the 

paving won’t actually occur until 2017, he would like to send letters to all the property owners 

explaining the process. The Board approved the request. Jim informed the group that Earle 

Chase had submitted a pre-application for a funding program (AMR) that provides grants to fix 

bridges and culverts. The pre-application determines whether the Town would be eligible and if 

so, the Board will go forward, but there will be a requirement of matching funds. P. Tiede asked 

when the funds would be needed and Jim told her not for a year or two, so they would have 

plenty of time to include it in the next budget season.  

The next topic was regarding a 2001 Liberty Truck with 56,000 miles that Jim would like to 

purchase. The Liberty would replace one of the old State trucks the town currently has, but the 

Road Agent would like to retain the truck to use as a spare when a truck breaks down. R. Duane 

asked if it came with a plow and wing and Jim said it did not, but the department had extras. 

Jim will inspect the truck, which is coming from Elliot, Maine and he has first refusal on it. P. 

Tiede asked if the money was in his budget for this and he stated that it was.  

The Road Agent asked the Board if he could hire a part-time seasonal laborer for 3 days a week 

(beginning mid-June) to cut back brush that the roadside mower couldn’t reach, sweep 

pavement areas and pick rocks behind the grader. P. Tiede asked if Jim would be advertising for 

the position and Jim stated that he would like to hire the person that did community service for 
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him this year. E. Tasker asked about the roadside mowing and Jim explained that the guy he 

had brought in tonight with him was here for that position, and Art Locke, who did the mowing  

last year, is more useful to Jim as a truck driver where he has his CDL. Chairman Tiede 

announced that they would complete the public portion of the meeting before going into a 

non-public session. 

New Business:  The 1
st

 issue tax bills will be sent out by June 1, 2016. The Board reviewed the 

Department of Transportation Agreement regarding the Route 28/Peacham Road/White Oak 

Road project. The Select Board reviewed the police schedule, the Highway schedule and Fire 

Rescue monthly statistics. Vacation requests were approved.  

S. Dunne questioned an abatement application that had included an appraisal that he had 

done. Karen will have the assessor contact S. Dunne to answer his questions before the 

abatement is signed. 

R. Duane made a motion to appoint Bruce Grey to the Parks & Rec Commission as a vacancy 

exists. The motion was seconded by E. Tasker and passed with a unanimous vote.  

Public Input:   Chairman Tiede opened the meeting for public comment at 6:15 p.m. and Denise 

Adjutant, Co-President of the Historical Society, presented a large framed poster depicting 

photos of various ballot boxes used in New Hampshire towns. She explained that this was a 

project of William Gardner’s, paid for by him, and that Cynthia Treadwell, our Town Clerk Tax 

Collector had one copy framed and donated it to the Historical Society, who in turn, would like 

to hang it in the Town Hall. The Historical Society would like to invite Mr. Gardner to a 

Selectmen’s Meeting and have a formal ceremony when the picture is put up. The Board 

unanimously approved the request.  

Bruce Grey gave a brief update on the success of the archery program. He told the Board that 

he has prepared a complete list of inventory of the Parks & Rec Building – separating who owns 

what. Karen mentioned that when the disposal company did a pickup In April, the driver 

noticed that the window to the skate shack was broken and skates were everywhere. They 

reported it to the police department. Bruce suggested moving the skates to the Parks & Rec 

Building, boarding up the plexi-glass window and leaving the door unlocked. 

Road Agent Jim Doucette commented that they would be paving Colbath from Canfield Road to 

Beaver Hill Road.  The Chairman closed the public input session at 6:26 p.m. 

On a motion to go into non-public session at 6:26 p.m. per RSA:  91-A 3II (b) made by R. Duane 

and seconded by S. Dunne; the Board voted: P. Tiede, yes; R. Duane, yes; S. Dunne, yes; G. 

Preston, yes; and E. Tasker, yes. The Board came out of non-public session at 6:39 p.m. and on a 

motion from R. Duane, seconded by S. Dunne, the Board voted: P. Tiede, yes; R. Duane, yes; S. 

Dunne, yes; G. Preston, yes; and E. Tasker, yes in favor of sealing the minutes of that meeting.  

New Business:  The Road Agent informed the Board that he had asked Jim Locke of EARTH for a 

price on screening loam and he would present it to the Board. E. Tasker made a motion to have 

the Chairman sign the paperwork on the Charley Murphy invoice for the lettering on the 
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ambulance and the Community Publications Agreement on behalf of the Board. S. Dunne 

seconded the motion and it passed with a unanimous vote.    

Correspondence:  The Board reviewed miscellaneous correspondence. It was noted that 

MetroCast will be upgrading its advanced broadband network facilities on May 10 and service 

will be interrupted briefly during the early morning hours.  

On a motion to go into non-public session at 6:45 p.m. per RSA:  91-A 3II (c) made by G. Preston 

and seconded by S. Dunne; the Board voted: P. Tiede, yes; R. Duane, yes; S. Dunne, yes; G. 

Preston, yes; and E. Tasker, yes. The Board came out of non-public session at 7:04 p.m. and on a 

motion from R. Duane, seconded by E. Tasker, the Board voted: P. Tiede, yes; R. Duane, yes; S. 

Dunne, yes; G. Preston, yes; and E. Tasker, yes in favor of sealing the minutes of that meeting.  

Adjournment: On a motion by S. Dunne, seconded by G. Preston, the Board voted unanimously 

to adjourn the meeting at 7:05 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Karen Montgomery, Recording Secretary  

 

__________________________________  _________________________________ 
Priscilla Tiede, Chairman    Richard Duane, Vice-Chair 
 
__________________________________  _________________________________ 
Sean Dunne      Gordon Preston 
 
__________________________________ 
Edward Tasker 


