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TOWN OF BARNSTEAD 

TOWN HALL 

SELECTMEN’S MEETING 

MINUTES OF MAY 17
th

, 2016 

Attendance: Chairman, Priscilla Tiede, Vice Chairman Richard Duane, Sean Dunne, and Edward 

Tasker (5:05 pm). Karen Montgomery, Selectmen’s Administrative Assistant, and several 

members of the public. Gordon Preston was unable to attend.  

The meeting was called to order at5:00 p.m. andon a motion to go into non-public session at 

5:01 p.m. per RSA:  91-A 3II (b) made by R. Duane and seconded by S. Dunne; the Board voted: 

P. Tiede, yes; R. Duane, yes;and S. Dunne, yes. The Board came out of non-public session at 

5:40p.m. and on a motion from R. Duane, seconded by S. Dunne, the Board voted: P. Tiede, yes; 

R. Duane, yes; S. Dunne, yes; and E. Tasker, yes; in favor of sealing the minutes of that meeting.  

Signatures: The Board approved and signed the payroll and weekly manifest, the minutes of 

4/18/16, 5/9 & 5/10/2016, the MS-232, the DOT municipal work zone agreement, (2) 

Appointment Forms,a letter of hire, (1) Abatement, a letter to a residentand Interoffice 

Memos/Letters/Forms.  

Appointments:The Board met with Diane St. Germain regarding the Water Ordinance and the 

Right-Based Ordinance. She stated that she came in and got a copy of the water ordinance but 

it was not signed by the Board and that the right-based ordinance was not in the ordinance 

book. Karen told the Board that both those ordinances were submitted by petition, put on the 

warrant and passed at Town Meeting. Diane said that the ordinances were required by law to 

be certified and handed out a copy of RSA 31:128. Later in the meeting, after reading the RSA, 

Karen pointed out that the law requires certification of municipal legislation by the town clerk 

or official enacting the legislation and that the town clerk certifies the minutes of town 

meeting. Karen suggested having the town clerk certify both ordinances and the Board 

approved.  

At 5:50 p.m. the Board relocated out to the town hall where Chairman Tiede performed the 

swearing in ceremony of Brian Crockwell, the newest Barnstead police officer. Mr. Crockwell’s 

wife pinned the badge on Brian and Officer-in-Charge Jones completed the ceremony. After 

congratulating Mr. Crockwell, the Board went back to the Selectmen’s Office. 

At 5:58 p.m. the Board met with Richard Kenneally of Valley Dam Road and several residents 

regarding the deplorable condition of Oxbow Road (from Rte. 28 to the Bridge at Valley Dam 

Road). He asked how many Select Board Members had driven over the road recently and 2 of 

the four present had. He explained that he had been the Road Agent in Chichester for 16 years, 

is a master road scholar and that Oxbow Road, a former State Roadway, has not had 

maintenance done on it for many years. He stated that the ditches are 2” higher than the 

roadway, the water cannot drain off the road, the road is covered with gravel which holds the 

water, gets underneath the pavement and causes it to break up and the potholes (which are 
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everywhere throughout the road) cannot be fixed. R. Duane commented that the remainder of 

the road (from the Bridge to Beauty Hill Road) is dirt and was in good condition. Mr. Kenneally 

also pointed out that the other serious issue is the pothole on the bridge deck that goes all the 

way down to the rebar. R. Duane asked if he had spoken with the Road Agent and Kenneally 

stated that the Road Agent told him last year they did not have a qualified grader operator. 

Kenneally commented that the town had bought an expensive grader and a new excavator as 

well. R. Duane asked the group if they would be satisfied if the pavement was ground up and 

they said they would. Kenneally stated that if they were going to grind the road, the ditches 

should be done at the same time.  

Road Agent Jim Doucette arrived at 6:05 p.m. It was mentioned that Oxbow Road is a bus route 

for both the high school and elementary school. R. Duane asked if this office or the Highway 

Department had ever received any calls from the school about the road and both Karen and Jim 

said they had not. The Road Agent told the group that he had spoken with the Board last year 

about the road and that the Highway Department had started sweeping the road last week, but 

the sweeper broke and they were waiting on parts. He was hoping to grind the road this year, 

but there was only so much money in his budget and he had to wait to see what the costs of all 

the scheduled road repair/paving would be. E. Tasker asked how much it would cost to grind 

the road and Jim felt it would be around $6,000. Tasker felt they could find the money in the 

budget and wondered if it could be done while the company was in town on the other roads. 

Jim listed all the projects and contractors currently scheduled and that it would be several 

weeks before this could be done. 

The Road Agent next explained that the bridge needs a new deck but that he could fill the 

pothole for this year. Vikki Nolin stated that she has been driving over the road for 20 years and 

the potholes are never fixed. Doucette commented that the coal patch doesn’t work that they 

fill the potholes with. Ed Corriveau said that he has been there for 30 years and while the Road 

Agent has worked with the people quite well, the road is horrible. Steve McSharry, a 16 year 

resident asked if the road would be swept when the part for the sweeper comes in and Jim told 

him it would, unless he could get the grinding done right away. It was determined that the 

grinding and some ditching could be done this year, but the base gravel (which would be about 

$20,000) would have to be put in next years’ budget.  

Public Input:Vice-Chairman Duane opened the meeting for public comment at 6:25 p.m. and 

The Road Agent submitted a Wetlands Application for Hartshorn Road. R. Duane made a 

motion to have the Chairman sign the application on behalf of the Board and E. Tasker 

seconded the motion, which passed with a unanimous vote. The Vice-Chairman closed the 

public input session at 6:27 p.m. 

Appointments: The Board met with Fire Chief Shawn Mulcahy who requested purchasing tires 

from Stratham Tire (10 ply Firestone) for Car 1. The tires are $180 each and with mounting is a 

total of $774 which is in the fire rescue budget. E. Tasker made a motion to allow the purchase, 

which was seconded by S. Dunne and passed with a unanimous vote. Shawn reported good 

news that they are going up a step or two in ISO ratings. His next topic was regarding the 

Parade Station parking lot and he asked if they could possible include it in the grinding and 

paving of Parade Road. He explained that he did not have money in his budget for it and it was 
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determined that the Road Agent would be asked to get a price. Shawn reported that the 

Medicare renewal is every five years and they want to come out to do an inspection. He stated 

that we would have to pay them $500 and R. Duane mentioned that we had paid that on 

4/12/16. Shawn will look into the issue but thought there could be a license fee and an 

inspection fee. The Fire Chief gave an update on the combined training program which includes 

fire rescue employees of 3 towns. Training will occur every other month and Barnstead will pay 

every 3rd training. An agreement is being drafted and will be forwarded to the Selectmen. 

Shawn next requested that our insurance company be contacted regarding replacements of 

vehicles.  He also asked about updated topographical maps and will check with the Department 

of Agriculture. R. Duane asked if Shawn had heard anything more on the air pack grant and 

Shawn told him that they haven’t yet, but awards go through the 2nd week of July.  

At 6:45 p.m. the Board discussed an issue that was brought to the ZBA, by the Planning Board, 

regarding a builder that is obtaining several permits under different names. A lengthy 

discussion ensued beginning with the creation of the growth ordinance and how the current 

ordinance is worded. S. Dunne understood slowing production to keep the town rural but didn’t 

feel the need for such an ordinance. E. Tasker suggested contacting the attorney about this.  

New Business: The Board reviewed the police schedule, and a request from a resident to be 

appointed to the Parks & Rec Commission. E. Tasker madea motion to appoint Holly Duquette 

to the Parks & Rec Commission; which was seconded by S. Dunne and passed with a unanimous 

vote.  

Correspondence:  The Board reviewed miscellaneous correspondence.  

On a motion to go into non-public session at 7:07 p.m. per RSA:  91-A 3II (c) made by E. Tasker 

and seconded by S. Dunne; the Board voted: P. Tiede, yes; R. Duane, yes; S. Dunne, yes;and E. 

Tasker, yes. The Board came out of non-public session at7:44 p.m. and on a motion from E. 

Tasker, seconded by S. Dunne, the Board voted: P. Tiede, yes; R. Duane, yes; S. Dunne, yes; and 

E. Tasker, yes in favor of sealing the minutes of that meeting. 

Adjournment: On a motion by S. Dunne, seconded by E. Tasker, the Board voted unanimously 

to adjourn the meeting at 7:45 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Karen Montgomery, Recording Secretary  

__________________________________  _________________________________ 
Priscilla Tiede, Chairman    Richard Duane, Vice-Chair 
 
__________________________________  _________________________________ 
Sean Dunne      Gordon Preston 
 
__________________________________ 
Edward Tasker 


