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 TOWN OF BARNSTEAD 

TOWN HALL 

SELECTMEN’S MEETING 

MINUTES OF AUGUST 2, 2016 

Attendance:  Vice Chairman Richard Duane, Edward Tasker, Gordon Preston, Sean Dunne, 

Chairman Priscilla Tiede was away on vacation and unable to attend. Karen Montgomery, 

Selectmen’s Administrative Assistant, Francesca Latawiec, Recording Secretary, and members 

of the public.  

The meeting was called to order by Vice Chairman Duane at 5:00 p.m.in the Town Hall, and 

opened with the Pledge of Allegiance.  

Appointments: At 5:00 p.m. Secretary of State Bill Gardner addressed the Select Board and 

members of the public with a detailed presentation on the history of voting in New Hampshire, 

the evolution of the secret ballot, and the history of the New Hampshire first in the nation 

primary.  He explained that in 1924 each municipality had a ballot box that was used for voting 

purposes, some of which are still in use today.  He presented the Town with a poster that featured 

pictures of these ballot boxes, including Barnstead’s. The Town of Barnstead’s original ballot 

box, which was found in the Town Office by Jeannie Terry, was on display during the 

presentation. The unveiling of the poster which had been framed by Cynthia Treadwell, Town 

Clerk/Tax Collector took place and several photographs were taken, including Secretary 

Gardner, the Select Board, and members of the public that were present.  The poster will hang in 

a prominent spot in the Town Hall. The Select Board relocated back to the Selectmen’s Office to 

conduct the remainder of their meeting. 

Signatures:  The Board approved and signed the payroll, manifest, minutes of 7/18 & 7/19, an 

employment agreement, an appointment form, a raffle permit and inter-office memos.  

Non Public Session:  On a motion to go into non-public session at 5:42 p.m. per RSA: 91-A 3II 

(b) made by S. Dunne and seconded by G. Preston, the Board voted: R. Duane, yes; S. Dunne, 

yes; G. Preston, yes; and E. Tasker, yes. The Board came out of non-public session at 6:03 p.m. 

and on a motion made by S. Dunne, seconded by G. Preston, the Board voted unanimously to 

seal the minutes of that meeting. 

Public Input:  Vice Chairman R. Duane opened the meeting for public input at 6:04 p.m. Mike 

Vardaro and Jason Hilary gave a status report on the Parks and Recreation Commission. New 

members have been appointed to fill the vacancies on the Commission. Since the new 

Commissioners were all appointed at the same time, the Commission will determine the term 

duration of each to allow for replacement to occur in the proper succession.  A number of keys 

that the Commission is responsible for have been located. One is to the Town Beach, one to the 

Commission’s building, and a third is a padlock key that they are unsure what it opens.  It was 

suggested that they try the shed behind the backstop.  Relative to activities, the soccer program is 

on-going.  Basketball sign-ups are coming up.  The Commission is looking for places for the 

players to practice.  Availability of the elementary school is limited, due to competition for court 

time.  E. Tasker suggested use of Prospect Mountain’s facility, as the Town has partial 

ownership in it. Trunk or Treat is planned for Saturday October 22, 2016 at 5:00 p.m. in the 
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elementary school parking lot.  The Commission plans to get local churches and businesses 

involved.  They will include a Jack O’ Lantern walk, and the fifth graders will sell popcorn.  B. 

Grey reported that the archery program is going well. There are about 8 consistent participants, 

including some adults. He requested that the Road Agent do some mowing in the area that they 

utilize.  The 4-H youth would take care of the brush.  R. Duane stated that there were current 

problems with the mower that would prohibit that at this time. Vice Chair Duane closed the 

public input session at 6:18 p.m. 

Appointments (continued): OIC Jones thanked the Board for their support and presented them 

with a Neighborhood Watch sign to post in a visible place outdoors on the Town Hall to make 

residents aware of the active program.  The PD Officers will be attending the annual one day use 

of force and fire arms training.  There is no cost to the Town for the instructors, and no overtime 

involved.  He has talked with D. Adjutant, the Town’s website administrator, about updating the 

PD’s website. He regretted that National Night Out was not able to occur this year due to staff 

limitations, but here are plans for next year.  He would like to also have a Halloween Open 

House next year.  E. Tasker asked about the status of the auction on goods and materials. OIC 

Jones responded that the PD was about 60% of the way towards knowing what can be auctioned.   

The inventoried narcotics will go by legal means and the remaining items vary from fire arms, to 

furniture, to jewelry.  The proceeds from the auction will go to the Town.  The process has been 

held up because the inventory person has been on medical leave.  He thanked K. Montgomery 

for her help with the air quality issues at the station.  

Non Public Session:  On a motion to go into non-public session at 6:28 p.m. per RSA: 91-A 3II 

(c) made by S. Dunne and seconded by E. Tasker, the Board voted: R. Duane, yes; S. Dunne, 

yes; G. Preston, yes; and E. Tasker, yes. The Board came out of non-public session at 7:02 p.m. 

and on a motion made by S. Dunne, seconded by E. Tasker, the Board voted unanimously to seal 

the minutes of that meeting. 

New Business: E. Tasker reported on the activities of the BCEP.  The price of recyclables is way 

down. The BCEP will need a new loader.  The quality of the crushed glass is highly usable, and 

the quality of crushed sand.  The previous product was more like crushed glass.  Earle, at the 

facility is running out of storage space for the glass and compost.  The Town hires EARTH to 

screen the material for use on Town projects.  The results on the radon testing at the Police 

Department came out fine. K. Montgomery reported that Jim Doucette has ordered the pipe for 

the construction that is planned for New Road. There was a DES permit involved.  Kudos were 

given to the highway department for putting mulch out front, and cleaning up the wood out in 

front of the cemetery.  There will be welfare wood available as a result of this effort.  There will 

be an Emergency Management Department Meeting on August 22, 2016 from 1:00 – 3:00 p.m. 

S. Mulcahy has been designated to go to that meeting.   

R. Duane brought up the issue of the roadside mower, noting that the right front wheel bearing is 

gone.  It is not due to negligence and the machine is under warranty.  E. Tasker suggested 

sending the tractor back to the dealership.  It was a consensus of the Board that they do not want 

the Town crew working on the tractor.  K. Montgomery will contact the Road Agent to take 

action on the tractor before the warranty expires.  R. Duane brought up the issue of the rock wall 

on Holmes Road. He met with J. Doucette on the site.  There is a 10-13” berm on the right of the 

road. The grader did lay the berm over about half way up.  The stone wall is below the road.  

There is some dirt on the stone wall, but some of that has been there for years.  It is not 
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recommended to put the berm back.  The USGS monument is in place, and not an issue.  The soil 

would not be able to be removed from the wall easily. The Board reviewed the monthly Building 

Permit report.  

Correspondence:  The SVTA meeting will be August 25, 2016. 

Non Public Session: On a motion to go into non-public session at 7:24 p.m. in accordance with 

RSA: 91-A 3II (c) made by E. Tasker and seconded by S. Dunne the Board voted: R. Duane, yes; 

S. Dunne, yes; E. Tasker, yes, and G. Preston, yes. The Board came out of non-public session at          

7:46 p.m. and on a motion made by S. Dunne, seconded by E. Tasker, the Board voted 

unanimously to seal the minutes of that meeting. 

Adjournment: On a motion by S. Dunne and seconded by E. Tasker, the Board voted 

unanimously to adjourn the meeting at 7:47 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Francesca Latawiec, Recording Secretary  

 

_________Not Present______________  _________________________________ 

Priscilla Tiede, Chairman    Richard Duane, Vice-Chair 

 

__________________________________  _________________________________ 

Sean Dunne      Gordon Preston 

 

__________________________________ 

Edward Tasker 

 


