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TOWN OF BARNSTEAD 

TOWN HALL 

SELECTMEN’S MEETING 

  MINUTES OF AUGUST 9, 2016 

Attendance: Chairman Priscilla Tiede, Vice Chairman Richard Duane, Sean Dunne, Gordon 

Preston (5:00 – 6:00 p.m.) and Edward Tasker. Karen Montgomery, Selectmen’s Administrative 

Assistant, David Allen (Baysider reporter) and several members of the public. 

The meeting was called to order by Chair Tiede at 5:00 p.m. and opened with the Pledge of 

Allegiance.  

Signatures: The Board approved and signed the payroll and weekly manifest, deed waivers, 

abatements, the dog warrant and Interoffice Memos/Letters /Forms. R. Duane made a motion 

to have the Chair sign the TriTech Agreement allowing the police department to obtain 2 more 

software licenses. G. Preston seconded the motion and it passed with a unanimous vote. 

New Business:  After a brief review of the Hannah Nutter Bridge right-of-way plan submitted by 

McFarland Johnson, S. Dunne made a motion to approve the plan. The motion was seconded by 

G. Preston and passed with a unanimous vote at 5:09 p.m. Chairman Tiede announced that 

Gary Doucette and Ben Arey, Barnstead Fire Rescue had received certificates for boater 

education rescues. G. Preston announced that the next Suncook Valley Regional Town 

Association meeting was being held on August 25 at the Epsom Public Library where the group 

will determine the next health insurance provider for the group. It was suggested that Lisa 

Magerer attend in Gordon’s stead. The Board reviewed the monthly ComStar report, vacation 

requests and the monthly fire rescue report. 

Vice-Chairman R. Duane informed the group that he stopped at the Highway Dept. and the 

Road Agent would like to keep the rented roller through the fall, rather than return it now, pay 

to have it transported and then bring it back in October. The group compared the costs for both 

options ($7,600 to keep it, $4,300 to return and re-rent). G. Preston made a motion to return 

the piece of equipment and review the need in October. E. Tasker seconded the motion and it 

passed with a unanimous vote. R. Duane next mentioned that the Road Agent had not realized 

the Board’s approval to remove the hazardous trees on Narrows Road and he will schedule that 

right away. Lastly, Duane reported that the local vendor is unable to transport the roadside 

mower so the company will be picking it up and determining if it is under warranty.  

At 5:30 p.m. the Board relocated to the Town Hall for the swearing in ceremony of the new 

part-time police chief, Paul Poirier. There were approximately 45-50 people in attendance, 

including Paul’s family members, the Barnstead police department, surrounding police 

departments, State Police, FBI, NH Liquor Commission, and several members of the public. 

Officer-in-Charge, Frank Jones began the ceremony with the Pledge of Allegiance and a 

moment of silence for fallen police and military personnel. Jones introduced the Board of 

Selectmen, thanking them as well as the neighboring police forces, Sgt. Trottier and Barnstead 
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Police Department for all their assistance and cooperation over the last few months. Chairman 

Tiede performed the swearing in ceremony and thanked OIC Jones for stepping up and saving 

the police department. Following the pinning of the Chief’s badge by Paul’s wife, Paul 

introduced his family members as well as several attendees and delivered a heartfelt speech. 

He thanked the Board of Selectmen and told the crowd that he is honored to serve in this 

capacity. The ceremony was immediately followed with refreshments provided by the White 

Buffalo Trading Post and the Board returned to their office to conduct the remainder of their 

meeting.  

Public Input: Chairman Tiede opened the meeting for public comment at 6:20 p.m. and Mike 

Vardaro, of Parks & Rec provided a brief update on the programs. The Commission is 

considering sending a survey out to see what people would like to do with the ice rink.  The 

public input session was closed at 6:26 p.m.  

Appointments: The Board met with Library Trustees, Suzanne Allison, Rick Simoneau and Neil 

Twitchell. Suzanne provided an update on the Library and mentioned that next year will be the 

100th year for the Oscar Foss Memorial Library. E. Tasker mentioned the Capital Improvements 

meeting. P. Tiede thanked Suzanne for the monthly reports being sent over by the Librarian. 

Jim Fegley, of Carnic Plumbing & Heating joined the group and the discussion turned to the 

water issue at the Library with the recent water test results. A lengthy discussion ensued 

regarding the causes and the possible solutions. Fegley commented that the iron and metals 

were coming from the well, but the lead most likely was from the plumbing. He explained that 

they needed a new pressure tank, as the current one was oversized and short-cycling. It was 

determined that the Trustees would obtain proposals from 3 companies by October 1st and the 

Select Board would open them at their meeting on October 4. The Board thanked the Trustees 

and they left at 6:57 p.m. 

New Business: The Board reviewed a proposal from ENH power to lock in to a contract for 

supplier rates at either 7.9 for 1 year or 8.5 for a 2 year. Current ENH pricing is at 10.79 and 

PSNH rates as of 7/1/16 were 10.95. S. Dunne made a motion to approve the 2 years contract, 

seconded by R. Duane and passing with a unanimous vote.  

Correspondence: Karen Montgomery relayed that Jennifer Kearns, Wellness Ambassador for 

Rite-Aid in Pittsfield had stopped in and offered a flu clinic for all town employees and their 

family members. A Rite-Aid pharmacist and pharmacy tech would come to the town and 

administer the vaccine at no cost to the town. They will bill the insurance company direct. The 

Board determined that they would reach out to the employees to see what the interest is 

before going forward. The Dept. of Transportation is tentatively scheduling a public hearing on 

the improvements to Route 28 at the intersection of North Barnstead/North Roads for August 

30, 2016.  

Non Public Session: On a motion made be R. Duane and seconded by S. Dunne to go into non-

public session at 7:24 p.m. per RSA: 91-A 3II (a) the Board voted: P. Tiede, yes; R. Duane, yes; S. 

Dunne, yes; and E. Tasker, yes. The Board came out of non-public session at 8:20 p.m. and on a 

motion to seal the minutes made by S. Dunne, seconded by E. Tasker, the Board voted 

unanimously in favor of the motion. 
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Adjournment: On a motion by E. Tasker, seconded by S. Dunne, the Board voted unanimously 

to adjourn the meeting at 8:23 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Karen Montgomery, Recording Secretary  

 

__________________________________  _________________________________ 
Priscilla Tiede, Chairman    Richard Duane, Vice-Chair 
 
__________________________________  _________________________________ 
Sean Dunne      Gordon Preston 
 
__________________________________ 
Edward Tasker 


