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TOWN OF BARNSTEAD 

TOWN HALL 

SELECTMEN’S MEETING 

MINUTES OF AUGUST 23, 2016 

Attendance: Chairman Priscilla Tied,Vice Chairman Richard Duane, Sean Dunne and Edward 

Tasker (5:10 p.m.). Gordon Prestonwas unable to attend. Karen Montgomery, Selectmen’s 

Administrative Assistant, Francesca Latawiec, Recording Secretary, and members of the public.  

The meeting was called to order byChairmanP. Tiede at5:00 p.m.and opened with the Pledge of 

Allegiance.  

Appointments:At 5:00 p.m. the Board met with J. Doucette, the Road Agent who handed out 

the department’s work schedule for the remainder of August and all of September.  Doucette 

reported that the crew is preparing one truck at a time for the September inspections. There 

was discussion about the work to be done on Varney Road.  The issue is whether the road crew 

should be tied up doing construction onlyon one road for a long period of time. R. Duane stated 

that the Highway Department is in the road maintenance, not the road construction business. It 

was discussed that the work that will be required on the under drainage on Varney road should 

have been in the previous budget proposal. Three feet of material will need to be removed and 

replaced in the trench at that location.  The cost of construction will be $510,000.  When the 

road was recently opened up, it was discovered that conditions were far worse than originally 

anticipated.  The original budget was for $60,000 for materials for one mile of under drainage.  

J. Doucette showed the Board a plan thatrealistically depicts construction of the under 

drainage. J. Doucette is concerned about the area of the proposed construction becoming a 

mud hole in the springif the work is not done.   

S. Dunne asked what would happen to the other 26 miles of road in town while the crew is tied 

up on Varney Road. J. Doucette explained that the 5 man road crew’smaintenance schedule for 

all roads in town is seasonal.  For example, the road crew does culvert cleaning in October after 

the leaves are down.  He explained that Dana runs the excavator, and the entire work crew may 

not be needed for the work on Varney Road.  E. Tasker asked for clarification about the 

construction being for 2,600 linear feet over a half of a mile on Varney Road.  There was 

discussion of using a pipe covered with fabric.  J. Doucette stated that the goal of the project is 

to keep the top layer dry.  P. Tiede noted that most of the work has been completed on the 

Highway Department’s agenda and that the Department is right on schedule. S. Dunne and E. 

Tasker stated that the Department should finish their existing projects before starting any new 

ones, with Province Road being completed first.  J. Doucette noted that the work on Varney 

Road would be next, followed by work on White Oaks Road next year.  The priorities are set 

based on traffic counts.  E. Tasker asked whether there would be any advantage to grinding 

Bow Lake Road, and letting it sit until further work can be done there.  The cost of grinding is 

$.95 per square yard.  E. Tasker requested that the culvert on Gray Road be addressed 

immediately, as it is a hazard on a school bus route.   
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The Road Agent informed the Board that he got quotes from both Morton Salt and Granite 

State Minerals and the prices were the same - $58.85 per ton.   J. Doucette said that last year 

he utilized 853 tons at $62.09 per ton and at the new price it would give him 900 ton.  He would 

prefer to go with Morton Salt, and a contract with them would not commit the Town to 

purchasing a full 1,000 tons.   E. Tasker made a motion to sign a contract with Morton Salt for 

900 tons of salt, at $58.85 a ton, delivered.  The motion was seconded by S. Dunne and passed 

unanimously. Chairman Tiede signed the contract on behalf of the Board. J. Doucette reported 

that sand sealing is proposed for Watson Road, Beauty Hill West, and West Locke Road and 

there was a discussion about contracting with Allstate Asphalt for the material in the amount of 

$29,190.70.  E. Tasker made a motion to sign a contract with Allstate Asphalt for that amount 

and it was seconded by S. Dunne.  The motion passed unanimously.  There are still funds left in 

the paving budget as the work on Oxbow Lake Road came in under budget.  The Lakes Region 

Commercial Driver’s Program has asked if Barnstead would be willing to donate the flatbed 

trailer owned by the Police Department to their program. It was determined that the Board 

would discuss this at a later date.  

The next discussion was regarding the culvert on Gray Road that is on the red list.  It is located 

in a huge watershed, and an open bottomed culvert would be required to adequately address 

the drainage problem.  The project is eligible for state funding through the Aquatic Resources 

Mitigation Fund, which would pay half the costs, if selected.The next topic was regarding sand 

bids for next year and it was determined that Karen would publish a request for bids in the 

newspaper.   J. Doucette will put together an estimate for a new loader and roller for the six 

yearCIP  plan. 

Fab Cusson, Building Inspector, approached the Select Board for advice relative to an 

application for a building permit on Danbury Lane, in Locke Lake Colony.  According to one 

survey, it appeared that the existing road has been built in the wrong place.  It is approximately 

45’ off.  The road, which began as a Locke Lake road, then became a town road per vote of 

town meeting many years ago, has existed in that location for around thirty years and will not 

be moved. The applicant has moved the location of his proposed house in his building permit 

application to meet the required town set-backs from the existing road.   The Locke Lake Colony 

Association approved the application last Friday and the applicant has an approved septic 

system design.  S. Dunne stated that if the application meets all of the criteria for approval, 

then the permit should be issued. 

Public Input: Chairman P. Tiede opened the meeting for public input at 5:50 p.m.B. Gray stated 

that the reason that the applicant is looking for building permit approval now is that the 

approval for the septic system on the property expires in October, 2016.  P. Zuzgo, the 

surveyor, has been working with landowners in the area.  There is an issue about a right of way 

to Locke’s field.  There was a question of whether the applicant has 78’ or 100’ of frontage, 

followed by a discussion of pins being moved on surrounding property boundaries over the 

years.  Joyce Parsons, an abutter, spoke about a clause in the warranty deeds that states that 

wherever the built road is located is the property boundary.  She stated that she feels that 

there are too many septic systems in the area on small lots.  Bruce Gray added that the 

situation will probably end up in litigation.  There are 82 non-conforming lots in the area and it 
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was pointed out that the lots are grandfathered, so if a septic design is approved and it meets 

set-backs, they are allowed to be built on. 

Rick Simoneau, Library Trustee, addressed the Board at 6:00 p.m. regarding the well at the 

library. Discussions with DES have resulted in the possibility of a solution by constructing a dry 

well with an associated water treatment system.  They may need to replace the pipes in the 

library, which would be costly.  The first step would be to flush out the system and retest the 

well.  The flushing would take about three hours and if the results were favorable, the Town 

may be able to avoid constructing a treatment system.  S. Dunne made a motion to approve 

hiring a plumber to flush the existing system and retest the well at the Oscar Foss Memorial 

Library.  The motion was seconded by E. Tasker and passed unanimously.  Chair Tiede closed 

the public session at 6:04 p.m. 

Signatures: The Board approved and signed the payroll, manifest, minutes of 8/16/16, a raffle 

permit, a letter of hire, 2 gravel tax levies, 1 timber tax levy, 3 intents to cut and letters to P. 

Kelley and K. Carson. E. Tasker made a motion to have the Chairman sign the PSTC Form Band 

the MS-1 Extension Form.  The motion was seconded by S. Dunne and passed unanimously.   

Chair Tiede asked if there were any questions about the weekly Payroll and Manifest.  E. Tasker 

asked about a bill from the White Buffalo Trading Post for catering and wondered ifmonies 

should be added to the budget for future expenditures like this.A discussion ensued regarding 

which line item the invoice should come from should come from and R. Duane made a motion 

to charge it to Admin. Other (4130-3-690). S. Dunne seconded the motion and K. Montgomery 

noted that this line is for the recording secretary salary but it could be charged to Selectmen’s 

Misc. Expenses (4130-1-690).  S. Dunne withdrew his second and R. Duane withdrew his 

motion.   S. Dunne made a motion to approve payment of the bill from the White Buffalo 

Trading Company from the miscellaneous expenses line.  The motion was seconded by R. 

Duane and passed unanimously. 
 

Non Public Session: On a motion to go into non-public session at 6:12 p.m. in accordance with 

RSA: 91-A 3II (c) made by S. Dunne and seconded by E. Tasker the Board voted: P. Tiede, yes; R. 

Duane, yes; S. Dunne, yes; and E.Tasker, yes. The Board came out of non-public session at 6:24 

p.m. and on a motion made by R. Duane, seconded by S. Dunne, the Board voted unanimously 

to seal the minutes of that meeting. 

Appointments (Cont):The Select Board moved their meeting to the Town Office at 6:30 p.m. for 

the appointing of Dan Shapiro of Webster, NH. Chairman Tiede formally swore in D. Shapiro as 

a full time officer with the Barnstead Police Department.  Officer Shapiro’s wife Jennifer pinned 

his new badge on him.  Officer Shapiro was welcomed to the Town of Barnstead by all present 

and photos were taken.Chief Paul Poirier, Detective Jones and Sgt. Trottier were present as 

well. The meeting reconvened in the Select Board’s office at 6:42 p.m.  Officer F.  Jones was 

present as he was the next appointment scheduled.  

Non Public Session:On a motion to go into non-public session at 6:43 p.m. in accordance with 

RSA: 91-A 3II (a) made by E. Tasker and seconded by S. Dunne, the Board voted: P. Tiede, yes; R. 

Duane, yes; S. Dunne, yes; and E. Tasker, yes. The Board came out of non-public session at         
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7:34 p.m. and on a motion made by R. Duane, seconded by S. Dunne the Board voted 

unanimously to seal the minutes of that meeting. 

Non Public Session: On a motion to go into non-public session at 7:35 p.m. in accordance with 

RSA: 91-A 3II (c) made by E. Tasker and seconded by S. Dunne, the Board voted: P. Tiede, yes; R. 

Duane, yes; S. Dunne, yes; and E. Tasker, yes. The Board came out of non-public session at 8:31 

p.m. and on a motion made by R. Duane, seconded by S. Dunne, the Board voted unanimously 

to seal the minutes of that meeting. 

The Road Agent presented the figures of $161,000 for a new loader and $156,000 for a new 

roller to the Board. Karen relayed to the group that G. Preston would not be able to attend the 

Suncook Valley Regional Town Meeting regarding the health care proposals and Lisa Magerer 

could go in his stead but would need voting rights. S. Dunne made a motion to delegate Lisa as 

a voting member of the group and to vote to stay with Health Trust. R. Duane seconded the 

motion and it passed with a unanimous vote. The group next discussed briefly a new police 

building and it was determined that R. Duane and E. Tasker would look at various stations, 

gather information and bring it back to the Board. R. Duane commented that it should be 

presented to the CIP Committee.  

Non Public Session: On a motion to go into non-public session at 8:47 p.m. in accordance with 

RSA: 91-A 3II (c) made by E. Tasker and seconded by S. Dunne, the Board voted: P. Tiede, yes; R. 

Duane, yes; S. Dunne, yes; and E. Tasker, yes. The Board came out of non-public session at 9:21 

p.m. and on a motion made by E. Tasker, seconded by S. Dunne, the Board voted unanimously 

to seal the minutes of that meeting. 

Adjournment: On a motion by E. Tasker and seconded by S. Dunne,the Board voted 

unanimously to adjourn the meeting at 9:25 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

Francesca Latawiec, Recording Secretary  

 

__________________________________  _________________________________ 

Priscilla Tiede, Chairman    Richard Duane, Vice-Chair 

 

__________________________________  ________Not Present_______________ 

Sean Dunne      Gordon Preston 

 

__________________________________ 

Edward Tasker 


