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 TOWN OF BARNSTEAD 

TOWN HALL 

SELECTMEN’S MEETING 

MINUTES OF SEPTEMBER 20, 2016 

Attendance:  Chairman, Priscilla Tiede, Vice Chairman Richard Duane, Sean Dunne, Gordon 

Preston, and Edward Tasker. Karen Montgomery, Selectmen’s Administrative Assistant, and 4 

members of the public.  

The meeting was called to order by Chairman P. Tiede at 5:00 p.m. and opened with the Pledge 

of Allegiance. 

Signatures:  The Board unanimously approved and signed the payroll, manifest, the minutes of 

9/13/16, 1 timber tax levy, 1 intent to cut wood, the MS-434 revised revenue report, a 

shoreland permit for Varney Road and inter-office memos, letters, and forms.  On a motion by 

G. Preston and seconded by S. Dunne, the Board voted unanimously to authorize the Chairman 

to sign the MS-434 and the Shoreland permit. 

Appointments: At 5:00 p.m. Denise Adjutant of the Historical Society presented 4 roofing 

proposals to the Board for the 1888 Jail House Lock Up. Neil English $5,312.22, The Right 

Hammer $4,400, M. Gardner Construction $3,400 and Witham Construction $2,500. After a 

short discussion, R. Duane made a motion to accept the Witham proposal for $2,500, G. 

Preston seconded the motion and it passed with a unanimous vote. Denise reported that the 

monies from the last 2 fundraisers the Society held ($500) would go towards the roof. The 

remaining funds will come from the budget. Denise, who is the town’s website coordinator, 

also reported that after 2 weeks of issues with Go Daddy, the website is fixed. 

New Business: At 5:06 p.m. R. Duane read aloud the letter from Homeland Security notifying 

them that they did not get the mitigation grant for New Road due to several documents that 

were missing. Karen informed the Board that engineer, Erin Darrow notified us that the 

documents and materials that HSEM stated were missing, had actually been filed. She has 

resubmitted the material and requested that they look into the matter and HSEM will 

reconsider the application.  R. Duane next reported that the Library well will be repaired on 

Thursday and that the low bidder was upset that they did not get chosen. The Town has 

received a check in the amount of $1,280.79 for the Volunteer Fire Assistant grant. The Board 

approved 2 vacation requests. They also received a check in the amount of $11,107.10 

representative of the balance due for taxes on a property. The group reviewed a breakdown of 

the monthly Fire Rescue calls for August, the 2017 milfoil application, and the list of remaining 

dog owners that need to license their pets.  

Appointments:  At 5:12 p.m. the Board met with Ed Neister for an update on the milfoil 

progress and the application for funding for 2017. He reported that they held certifications this 

summer and were able to get 2 more certified divers and a lot of new people interested. They 

spent over 120 hours removing milfoil on Suncook Lake and a constant vigil will be required. On 
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Halfmoon Lake, the State had divers in but local people found more and so one of our divers 

spent 2 ½ hours there. R. Duane asked what we pay for divers and Ed told him they had hoped 

it would be around $20 but it pays $50 per hour. R. Duane asked about Suncook River and Ed 

told him that it was on hold as they were unable to have the availability of the harvester 

equipment. Ed is donating his 10 foot barge for the work on the River and will purchase a motor 

for $535 to build another harvester. He has spoken to property owners Wayne & Jane Pethic 

who have approved Ed’s request to leave the barge at their waterfront location. Ed said he 

expected a lot of time and money will be spent on the 20 acres of the river and will start with 

divers. Treatment will be included in next year’s grant application, but it’s in the background for 

now.  

Ed stated that he has applied for a grant for 2017 in the amount of $22,500 and will receive 

notification in December of this year. He commented that Huntress Pond may have some 

milfoil and that the grant has new language that allows for treatment to any town body of 

water, but not private lakes. He commented that they’ve checked out several water bodies that 

people thought had milfoil, but its bladderwort. Lastly, Ed reported that the software being 

used is not sufficient and does not have the required features he needs. He asked to purchase a 

software package for $800 and a laptop. P. Tiede asked the Board if they approved the request 

and S. Dunne asked if the GIS software was web-based. Ed told him it was not, but did allow 

topo and satellite images to be added and pulled in. The Board approve the purchase. And 

thanked Ed for his time and commitment to the project.   

At 5:32 p.m. the Chairman opened the 4 sand bids they had received and the following prices 

were recorded; Docko, $10.59 /yd delivered; Earth, $7.85 /cubic yd delivered ($6.28 per ton) & 

$5.45 /cubic yd picked up ($4.36 per ton); Angellini, $7.35 /yd delivered & $5.50 /yd picked up; 

RW Tasker, $8.50 /yd delivered. All proposals had provided samples to the Highway Dept. Karen 

Montgomery will compile the information on a spreadsheet and no decisions will be made until 

after the Road Agent returns from vacation Sept. 30. 

New Business: The Board briefly discussed the current drought conditions and a request from 

the Emergency Mgt. Director regarding instituting a water ban. It was determined that they 

would utilize the website and other means to get the information out but not to go forward 

with a ban at this point. Karen informed the Board that Alan Glassman could not make the next 

BCEP meeting. She reminded E. Tasker of the workshop on Thursday from 9-11:45 am. Karen 

commented on the success of the Old Home Day event and that the Police Chief was donating 

all the proceeds from the sales of his hot dog wagon. E. Duane added that Officers Shapiro and 

Crockwell were donating monies which represented ½ of their shift as well.  Karen reported 

that Paul Doucette, Highway Dept., updated her on the situation with the chipper. Mike 

Huggins had looked at it; determined it needed a seal and could have it fixed sometime 

tomorrow, so they would only need to rent a chipper from Epsom Tool for 1 day instead of 2. 

The Board approved the request. Paul had asked if the old Chevy Tahoe vehicle could be 

donated to the Fire Dept. for training purposes and it was determined that the Board would 

wait for the Road Agent to return from vacation. Paul had also asked Karen if the part-timer 

could work more than 30 hours per week on the roadside mower, as it had been broke down 

for several weeks and no time had been spent doing that. It was approved for the part-timer to 
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work up to 40 hours per week and only to catch up on the mowing. Paul had received a request 

from other highway crew members about working overtime to do the roadside mowing but it 

was determined that that should wait for the Road Agent as well. 

Public Input:  Chairman Tiede opened the meeting for public comment at 5:53 p.m. and Bruce 

Grey felt there should be better coordination when treating the lakes for milfoil and felt that 

people were not as open with the information as they should be. He thought there’d be better 

success if every area was treated at once. Bruce reported that there are only 2 companies that 

treat for milfoil and that the Locke Lake Board isn’t submitting their permit in time for proper 

application.  

Carol Tiede requested that the refrigerator be moved back near the entrance of the kitchen 

because there isn’t enough room for the election people to sit at the table in the kitchen during 

elections and still be able to open the refrigerator door. It was mentioned that it is in its current 

location due to the weight on the floor in the old location. Chairman Tiede suggested moving it 

just during elections as it’s on wheels. It was determined that the Building Inspector would look 

at it. Chairman Tiede closed the public input session at 6:04 p.m. 

Non-Public Session: On a motion to go into non-public session at 6:05 p.m. in accordance with 

RSA: 91-A 3II (c) made by S. Dunne and seconded by E. Tasker, the Board voted: P. Tiede, yes; R. 

Duane, yes; S. Dunne, yes; G. Preston, yes, and E. Tasker, yes. The Board came out of non-public 

session at 6:35 p.m. and on a motion made by G. Preston, seconded by S. Dunne, the Board 

voted unanimously to seal the minutes of that meeting.  

The Board had a lengthy discussion regarding a new police station and it was determined that 

they would meet on a separate night. A meeting for Thursday, September 22, 2016, at 6:00 

p.m. will be posted and the Police Chief will be notified. G. Preston left for the evening at 6:45 

p.m. 

Appointments: At 6:55 p.m. the Select Board relocated to the Town Hall to attend the public 

hearing from the Dept. of Transportation regarding the improvements to Route 28 at 

intersections of North Road and North Barnstead Road. 

Adjournment: On a motion by R. Duane and seconded by E. Tasker, the Board voted 

unanimously to adjourn the meeting at 6:54 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Karen Montgomery, Recording Secretary  

 

__________________________________  _________________________________ 

Priscilla Tiede, Chairman    Richard Duane, Vice-Chair 

 

__________________________________  _________________________________ 

Sean Dunne      Gordon Preston 
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__________________________________ 

Edward Tasker 


