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ZONING BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT 

TOWN OF BARNSTEAD 

TOWN HALL  

SEPTEMBER 21, 2015 @ 7:00 PM 

MINUTES 

1. CALL TO ORDER: David Brown, Chair, called the meeting to order at 7:03 P.M. 

 

2. ROLL CALL: David Brown, Chair, Eileen Murley,   Rick Duane, Gordon Preston, Steven Vail, 

Mary Clarke,   Francesca Latawiec, Recording Secretary.  

 

3. CASE No:  0815-228: Linda Nelson, 73 Ridge Road, Map 29, Lot 44.  Requesting a 4’ and a 6’ 

variance from Article 3: Section 3.02 of the zoning ordinance.  The applicant proposes to extend 

the existing kitchen onto the existing deck and increase the deck by 4’ on the side facing the road.  

There is a setback of 17.3’.  The proposal will also increase the deck 6’ on the upper side of the 

property. The deck  does not meet the adjusted side setbacks of 15’ from the side, and 25’ from 

the front of the property that is required by the Town of Barnstead Zoning Ordinance. 

 

Chair Brown explained the procedures that   would be followed on the application.  First the 

applicant would be asked to present the application, followed by questions from the board. Then a 

public hearing would be opened, with questions from the public.  Then the board will ask more 

questions, followed  by discussion.  The ZBA may or may not make a formal decision on the case 

this evening. The board may decide to do a site investigation or request further information. 

 

Ms. Nelson read her application into the record.  Copy attached. 

 

Chair Brown asked for questions from the board. Ms. Murley asked if the expandment of the 

kitchen would be within the footprint of the existing setback, rather than 50’.  She questioned that 

33’ minus 4’ equals 29’.  The request is for 17.3’, how can this difference be reconciled?  Ms. 

Nelson explained that she had merged two100’ by 200’ lots and that the original structure was 

raised to put in a full foundation.  The question was answered through discussion.  The current lot 

is now 200’ by 200’, merged. 

 

PUBLIC HEARING:  Chair Brown opened the public hearing on the application at 7:17 P. M.  

 

 The board had questions about the steepness of the front of the property and the retaining wall. 

Ms. Nelson presented a series of 16 pictures documenting the site conditions. 

 

Ms. Carol Locke testified that the topography of the lot is steep, and the driveway challenging.   

 

The Chair called for further comments from the board. Hearing none, he closed the public hearing 

at 7:24 P.M. 
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Ms. Murley made a motion to approve the requested variance as presented. The motion was 

seconded by Mr. Preston. It was unanimously approved by a vote of the board. 

 

4. CORRESPONDENCE: FEMA risk management meetings have been noticed if any are 

interested in attendance.  There is a community information map for Barnstead HUC8. 

 

5. OLD BUSINESS: There was none brought before the board. 

 

6. NEW BUSINESS: There was discussion about a discrepancy in the Rules of Procedures about 

the requirements for notification to abutters between 20 and 30 days.  Ms. Murley will research 

this further. 

 

Mr. Duane made a motion to change the 20 days to 30 days in the rules.  This was seconded by 

Mary Clarke. The motion passed unanimously. This will require a vote of the board and may 

require a public hearing. The change will still need to be changed on the town website. 

 

Ms. Murley expressed concern about notification of this meeting and public hearing for the 

application under consideration in the Laconia Citizen.  She was concerned about it being a 

publication of general circulation in the Town of Barnstead.   

  

The next ZBA meeting will be Monday November 16, 2015 at the town office at 7:00 pm. 

 

Ms. Joan Foss was present.  The Chair will be sending a letter to the Selectboard recommending 

her for appointment as an alternate to the board. 

 

7. MINUTES: 

Mr. Duane made a motion to accept the minutes of 06/15/2015 as written. This was seconded by 

Mr.  Preston seconded this motion, which passed by a unanimous vote of the board.  

8. ADJOURNMENT:   Mr. Vail made a motion to adjourn the meeting.  Mr.Duane seconded the 

motion.  The motion passed unanimously.   

Chair Brown adjourned the meeting at 7:47 P.M. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Francesca Latawiec 

 Recording Secretary 


